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Dear Friend,
Each year, I have joined members of the Legislative Black Caucus in introducing a
resolution or participating in activities, to commemorate Juneteenth Day. It is imperative to
acknowledge the occasion, that the last vestiges of legalized slavery was ended in this nation.
We can never forget that there was was a time when Africans
and their descendants were held as property, enslaved, denied
basic human rights, separated from their families,
beaten and denigrated. Yet, bravely they fought for their
freedom and to have this nation acknowledge that their
lives mattered.
Today, that fight continues. In the history of our nation,
we have never fully recognized or made serious attempts
to provide reparations for the lives shattered, the wealth
and wages stolen, or the discrimination endured for the
more than 400 years, that has included slavery, black codes, jim
crow and civil rights violations. In many of our actions and
policies, we continue to devalue Black lives. We must review
and reform our systems, that continue inherent biases. We
must be willing to acknowledge the harm that has been done
and take definitive steps to make reparations. Therefore, I
support and plan to introduce a bill to create a commission,
much like proposals at the federal level, to study the issue of
reparations and provide recommendations to the state.
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History of Juneteenth
from 1865-2020
Juneteenth Day, also known as Jubilee Day and/or Freedom Day,
celebrates when the last enslaved Africans and their descendants,
were finally freed during the Civil War.
On September 22, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln
signed an executive order that declared that all slaves were
to be emancipated, however, this proclamation only applied
to the states in the Confederate States of America.
Many of the state governments, in Union-held regions,
had already outlawed slavery. As the Union Army began
to overtake Confederate-held areas, enslaved people held
as property were “set free.” Although the executive order
immediately freed approximately 3 million people, it was
not until the Union Army physically reached them that they
were released.

“The 19th of June has historically
come to represent an opportunity
for all Americans to remember
the importance of racial healing,
reconciliation, and justice."
Senator Lena C. Taylor

Juneteenth Day
is celebrated on June 19th to commemorate when
Union Soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas on June 19,
1865 (yes, nearly three years after the Emancipation
Proclamation) not only with news the war had ended
but with enough troops to occupy the area and free the
last remaining enslaved people being held.
To commemorate the annual observance of this
event, Sen. Spencer Coggs and Sen Lena Taylors
introduced a bill making Juneteenth Day, or June 19th

a legal holiday in Wisconsin. It was signed into law
December, 2009 by Gov. Jim Doyle in Milwaukee
before a huge crowd of supporters at the Northcott
Neighborhood House. The late Rep. Tamara
Grigsby and Rep. Leon Young were the Assembly
authors of the bill.
“Passage of the Juneteenth Bill has been a long time in
coming,” Sen. Coggs said. “Ever since 1987, when my late
aunt, former state Rep. Marcia Coggs and I introduced
Juneteenth legislation we have worked for many years
to bring due recognition to the day when slaves were, in
reality, freed.
Today, as we celebrate Juneteenth, our country continues to struggle with issues of race, equity and
equal treatment under the law. As the result of the recent murder of George Floyd, at the hands of
several Minneapolis law enforcement officers, many around the nation have pressed for a response to
concerns of excessive use of force by law enforcement around the country, and the deaths of unarmed
African-Americans.
Mr. Floyd's death, came on the heels of questionable, former and current law enforcement excessive
use of force encounters, that resulted in the deaths of Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery. Shortly
thereafter, Rayshard Brooks death in Atlanta, Georgia became just another cause for review of
policing practices. Throughout our state, country and the world, we have witnessed hundreds of
protests, marches and activities aimed at calling for systemic change around issues of race, ethnicity
and culture.
In response, the Wisconsin Legislative Black Caucus requested Governor Tony Evers call a special
session of the legislature, on June 19th, or Juneteenth Day, to take up measures aimed at overhauling
the criminal justice system and police policies. Misconduct, coupled with the disparate treatment
of African Americans and other people of color with regard to arrests and citations are areas of great
concern. Understanding that the overwhelming number of officers do not participate in excessive use
of force, we do need to address the culture in some aspects of law enforcement where it exists.

