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WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT INTERNAL OPERATING PROCEDURES

Introduction. Ill.  Rule-making Process.
I. Staff. IV.  Appointment Process.
Il.  Decisional Process — Appellate and Original Jurisdiction.

Note: These procedures were amended July 1, 1991; February 18, 1992; June@tthority,and perform other duties as the court or the chief justice

1992;June 1, 1995; September 16, 1996; June 22, 1998; March 16, 2000; April, 2008; . . P

October 19, 2007- June 17, 2009, %y direct. Matters are assigned to the commissioners on a rotat-
ing basis.

INTRODUCTION. 2. Law Clerks. Law clerks assist the justices in performing

These internal operating procedures, which were adopted M&gearch. Law clerks are hired by and serve at the pleasure of the
24,1984, and amended thereafter, describe the manner in wiiighvidual justice. Law clerks are law school graduates who are
the Supreme Court currently processes, considers and decfigiomarily hired to serve for one year. Each law clerk performs
judicial matters brought to the court. They also set forth tfigsearch, prepares memoranda and performs other duties as the
administrativeand professional staff function in the conduct of th#dividual justice may direct.
court’s judicial business and the procedure by which the Supreme
Court administers the nonjudicial business of the court. ThdseDECISIONAL PROCESS — APPELLATE AND ORIGI-
proceduresre intended for the advice of counsel practicing in tHéAL JURISDICTION. The Wisconsin Constitution confers
SupremeCourt and for information to the public; they are not rulegpon the Supreme Court appellate jurisdiction over all courts and
of appellate procedure. jurisdiction to hear original actions and proceedings. As a corol-

Following court reorganization in 1978, we experimented witkry, the court has constitutional authority to issue all writs neces-
various procedures that seemed to best serve the objectives of<Jly in aid of its jurisdiction.
legiality and efficiency. The court continually reviews its proce- The court’s appellate jurisdiction is g to be invoked by the
dures to improve the efficient processing of its caseload and fhieg of a petition for review of a decision of the Court of Appeals
effective discharge of its administrative responsibilities. Accortty a party to whom the decision was adverse, by the filing of a
ingly, these procedures may be changed without notice as circypstition to bypass the Court of Appeals by a party to the circuit
stances require. courtaction, or by certification by the Court of Appeals of a circuit

It should be reemphasized that these are not rules. They doagst't order or judgment appealed to the Court of Appeals. The
purport tolimit or describe in binding fashion the powers or dutie§upremeCourt may also, in its discretion, answer questions of law
of any Supreme Court personnel. These internal operating progstified to it by a federal court of appeals and the highest appellate
dures are merely descriptive of how the court currently functiorggurt of any state. The Supreme Court exercises its appellate
Any internal operating procedure may be suspended or modifjgtisdiction by granting a petition for review, a petition to bypass,
by majority vote of a quorum of the court. or a certification or by deciding on its own motion to review

directly a matter appealed to the Court of Appeals. The court’s
|. STAFF. A. ADMINISTRATIVE. 1. Director of State CourtsThe original and superintending jurisdictions are sought to be invoked
director ofstate courts, who is appointed by and serves at the plbsi-the filing of a petition. The court exercises its original or super-
sure of the court, administers the nonjudicial business of the cdotending jurisdiction by granting a petition therefor or by order-
system at the direction of the chief justice and the court. Thg the relief sought.
authority and responsibilities of the director are set forth in the When a matter is brought to the Supreme Court for review, the
Supreme Court Rules, chapter 70. court’s principal criterion in granting or denying review is not

2. Clerk. The clerk of the Supreme Court, who is appointed byhether the matter was correctly decided or justice done in the
the Supreme Court, performs the duties of the office prescribediéyver court, but whether the matter is one that should trigger the
law and such other duties as may be prescribed by the court oritiséitutional responsibilities of the Supreme Court. The same
chief justice. The clerk is the custodian of all court records addterminatiorgoverns the exercise of the court’s original jurisdic-
is responsible for the supervision and processing of matters froom.
the time of filing with the court until their ultimate disposition. A. CourT SCHEDULE. Subject tanodification as needed, in the
The clerk is also clerk of the Court of Appeals, and the clerkspring ofeach year the court sets a schedule for its decisional pro-
office serves both courts. Consequently, the records filed in #ss for each month from September through June. During each
Court of Appeals are readily available to the Supreme Court. month the chief justice may schedule oral arguments, decision

3. Chief Deputy Clerk.The chief deputy clerk, who is hired conferences, and administrative conferences on the agreed-upon
by the clerk of the Supreme Court, assists the clerk in the perfoslendar. Any changes in court dates need unanimous approval.
mance Othe duties Of that Ofﬁce a.nd pel’fOI’mS those duties in the Administrative matters are discussed at open Conference as
absence of the clerk. they arise.

4. Marshal. The marshal, who is hired by the director of state B Srare ANALYSIS AND REPORTING. 1. Petition for Review.
courts with the approval of the Supreme Court, attends the Sggon filing in the office of the clerk, petitions for review are
sions of the court and performs the duties assigned by the coyésigned by clerk staff to the court's commissioners for analysis
the director of state courts and the clerk. prior tothe court's consideration of the matters presenteithitV

5. Deputy MarshalThe deputy marshal, who is hired by theso days of assignment of the petition, the commissioner to whom
marshal, assists in the performance of the duties of the marshgletition for review is assigned prepares and circulates to the
and, in the absence of the marshal, performs those duties.  court a memorandum containing a thorough legal and factual

B. LecAL 1. Supreme Court CommissionerSupreme Court analysis of the petition, including the applicability of the criteria
commissionersire attorneys licensed to practice law iisttinsin  for the granting of a petition for review set forth in Wis. Stat. §
who are hired by and serve at the pleasure of the court. The c@Rule) 809.62 (1), a recommendation for the granting or denial of
missioners perform research, prepare memoranda and make tfeg-petition and, where appropriate, a recommendation for sub-
ommendations to the court regarding matters brought within thession of the matter to the court for decision on briefs without
court’s appellate and original jurisdictions and rule-makingral argument.
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In addition to the written memorandum, once each month andIf a petition for review is granted, the court shall issue its deci-
at other times as the court may direct, a conference is held at wisicim, with or without a written opinion, within 10 calendar days
each commissioner orally reports to the court on the petitions &dter the petition for review is filed.
review. Two weeks prior to the conference at which the commis- 2. petition toBypass, Certification and Direct Revied.party
sioners report, each commissioner circulates to the court the pefiy request the court to take jurisdiction of an appeal or other pro-
tions for review, the responses to those petitions, and a memoigeding pending in the Court of Appeals by filing a petition to
dum on each petition, together with an agenda sheet listing i))passpursuant to Wis. Stat. § (Rule) 809.60. A matter appropri-
caption and docket number the cases to be reported on at the g@for bypass is usually one which meets one or more of the crite-
ference and the commissioner’'s recommendation in each caggfor review, Wis. Stat. § (Rule) 809.62 (1), and one the court
Prior tothe conference, each member of the court reads the matgsincludes it will ultimately choose to consider regardless of how
als circulated. the Court of Appeals might decide the issues. At times, a petition

At the conference, the chief justice states the name of edahbypass will be granted where there is a clear need to hasten the
case, and the members of the court are asked whether they hétumate appellate decision.
any objection to the commissioner’s recommendation. If there isThe Court of Appeals may request the Supreme Court to exer-
no objection, the commissioner's recommendation is accepigée its appellate jurisdiction by certifying a pending appeal to the
without further discussion. SupremeCourt prior to hearing and deciding the matter. Certifica-

If any justice objects to or asks to discuss the commissiondiians are granted on the basis of the same criteria as petitions to
recommendation, a discussion is held in which the commissiofgpass.
or a justice reports on the case. Following discussion, the courtpetitions to bypass and certifications are processed according
decidesvhether to grant or deny the petition for review and, if thg the procedure set forth above for petitions for review, except
petltlon IS granted, Whet_her the C.ase will be scheduled for Of.ﬁhtthese matters are given priority over petitions for revieeti-
argument or for submission on briefs and whether the court wilhns to bypass and certifications are granted upon the affirmative
limit the issues in the case. vote of four or more members of the court. A decision to direct

A petition for review is granted upon the affirmative vote othe parties to brief issues other than those raised in their court of
three omore members of the court. The purpose of requiring lesgpealsbriefs requires the affirmative vote of four or more mem-
than a majority of the court to grant a petition for review is tbers of the court.
accommodate the general public policy that appellate review isBefore the court on its own motion decides to review directly
desirable. Adecision to direct the parties to brief issues other th@‘lma’[ter appealed to the Court of Appeals, the chief justice may
those raised in the petition for review or response requires #igsign the matter to a commissioner for analysis. If the matter is
affirmative vote of four or more members of the court. so assigned, it is processed according to the procedures set forth

The commissioner to whom the petition has been assigned pinethis section for petitions to bypass and certifications.
pares an order setting forth the court's decision on the petition for3. Original Action. Upon filing in the office of the clerk, a peti-
review and arranges for the issuance of the order by the officaigh requesting the court to take jurisdiction of an original action
the clerk. If the petition is granted, the order specifies the couli§sassigned to a court commissioner for analysis prior to the court's
limitation of issues, if any, and the briefing schedule. The ordgsnsideration of the merits of the matter presented. The commis-
providesthat a party may file a brief or may stand on the brief filegioner orally reports on the matter to the chief justice as soon as
in the Court of Appeals. The parties shall not, in any new brigfacticableand the chief justice, or in the absence of the chief jus-
filed, incorporate by reference any portion of their Court afce, the most senior justice present, determines a date on which
Appeals briefs or their briefs submitted with or in response to the matter will be considered by the court at conference. The com-
petition for review. missioner reports on the matter at that conference. If time permits,

1m. Upon the filing in the office of the clerk under Wis. Stathe commissioner circulates a memorandum to the court prior to
§ (Rule) 809.105 (11) of a petition for review of the judgment ithat conference analyzing the legal and factual issues involved
an appeal of a decision of the circuit court on a petition to waiead making a recommendation for the denial of the petition ex
parental consent prior to a minor’s abortion, the clerk shall notifjarte orfor a response to be ordered and for the scheduling of oral
the chief justice or, if the chief justice is not available, the moatgument on the question of the court's exercise of its original
senior justice available that the petition has been filed. As sganisdiction, if oral argument is deemed necessary. If circum-
as practicable after the petition is filed, the clerk shall furnishséances warrant, the chjastice, or in the absence of the chief jus-
copy of the petition to each justice and assign it, with a copy, ttoe, the most senior justice present, may order a response to the
a court commissioner. petitionfor original action and may act on nonsubstantive motions

The court commissioner to whom the petition for review h&ncerning the proceeding.
been assigned shall prepare and circulate to the court within thredf the petition is denied, the commissioner prepares an order
calendaidays of the assignment a memorandum containing a theetting forth thatlecision and arranges for its issuance through the
oughlegal and factual analysis of the petition, including the applbffice of the clerk; if a response is ordered, the commissioner pre-
cability of the criteria for the granting of a petition for review sgbares an order setting forth that decision, as well as the decision
forth in Wis. Stat. § (Rule) 809.62 (1), a recommendation for tloe oral argument. When the order is approved by the court, the
granting ordenial of the petition and, where appropriate, a recormemmissioner arranges for its issuance by the office of the clerk.
mendation for submission of the matter to the court for decisitupon thefiling of a response, the matter is referred to the commis-
with or without briefs and with or without oral argument. sioner for analysis and reporting. The original action is then pro-

Within five calendar days after the filing of the petition focessedccording to the procedures set forth above for petitions for
review, the chief justice or, if the chief justice is not available, tHgVIEW.
most senior justice available shall convene a conference of theA petition to commence an original action is granted upon the
members ofhe court, which may be held by telephone conferengete of four or more members of the court. The criteria for the
call, and the court shall issue an order granting or denying the pgtanting of a petition to commence an original action are a matter
tion for review. Anorder granting the petition for review shall sebf case law.See, e.g., Petition of He30 Wis. 428 (1939). The
forth a date and time for oral argument, if any, to be held in t&eipreme Court is not a fact—finding tribunal, and although it may
court’s hearing room, and a date and time for the filing of briefiefer issues of fact to a circuit court or referee for determination,
if the court orders briefs. it generally will not exercise its original jurisdiction in matters
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involving contested issues of fact. Upon granting a petition movant of significant value to the court. If the commissioner
commence an original action, the court may require the partiegjteestions the propriety of granting the motion or if it appears that
file pleadings and stipulations of fact. The court customarithe motion should be denied, the commissioner reports the matter
holds oral argument on the merits of the action and expedites tti¢he court with a recommendation that it be denied. The decision
matter to decide it promptly. A decision to direct the parties to deny a motion to file aamicusbrief is that of the court. The
brief issues other than those raised in the petition to commenceammissioner prepares an appropriate order and arranges for its
original action or response requires the affirmative vote of four @suance by the office of the clerk.

more members of the court. If the motion is filed in a case that has been assigned to a justice,
4. Petition for Supervisory Writ; Petition for Writ of Manda-clerk staff transmits the motion to the court for review and deci-

mus, Prohibition, Quo Warranto, Habeas Corpdshe Supreme sjon. Clerk staff, at the court’s direction, prepares and issues an

Court has superintending authority over all actions and proceegpropriate order.

ings inthe circuit courts and the Court of Appeals. It does not ordi- § - \6tions for temporary relief concerning matters pending in

narily issue supervisory writs concerning matters pending in cifz, 5ynreme Court are assigned to the court or to the commis-

cuit courts, as the Court of Appeals also has supervisory autholity, o\ 1 whom the underlying matter has been assigned and with
over all actions and proceedings in those courts. A person rgfw
C_

§

o ; e om itremains at the time of the filing of the motion. The matter
request the Supreme Court to exercise its superintending jurisqiCo o te to the court or to the chief justice, or in the absence of
tion bY _f'l'ng a petltlon.pursuarjt to Wis. _Stat. 8 (Rul_e) 809.71. the chief justice, to the most senior justice present, with or without

Petitions for supervisory writ and petitions for writ of manday memorandum, as time and circumstances may indicate. The
mus, prohibition, quo warranto, or habeas corpus are procesggght or the chief justice or the most senior justice present decides
according to the procedure set forth above for petition for CoRye motion, and the commissioner or the court prepares an appro-
mencement of an original action, except that if time doeperet priateorder and arranges for its issuance by the office of the clerk.
mit consideration by the court, petitions for supervisory writ may eC SUBMISSION CALENDAR. The clerk of the court. in consulta
be denied ex parte by the chief justice, or in the absence of the”" : i : - ' 3
chief justice, by the most senior justice present. If it apjears tlonr¥v Itrr?otr?t% (:frr](l)?;JusS:CfénE[)%?atrﬁrsognﬁ g'jgrébuiﬁﬁsgngo{ist of
the petition that it should be dismissed on procedural grounds, 8% p g ' ’

chief justice, acting for the court, may deny the petition ex parfgSes for submission to the court that month. The clerk assigns
o o cases tahe submission calendar in the order of the anticipated fil-
5. Regulatory Jurisdiction. A matter within the regulatory

ing of the last brief, except that criminal cases and cases involving

jurisdiction of the courte.g, bar admission, continuing legal ild custody and termination of parental rights are given priority
education, lawyer discipline, judicial discipline, Supreme C.OU.? the extent possible. The chief justice sets the cases to be
Rules, rules of glading, practice and procedure in civil and crimiz _ . :

nal actions, is assigned to a court commissioner for analysis & )
reporting to the court. The commissioner prepares orders in thesd e calendar sets the date of oral argument for cases assigned

matters as the court may direct and arranges for their issuancé¥bypubmission with oral argument and lists the cases assigned for
the office of the clerk. submission otriefs. The date of submission of the orglanent

6. Motions. When acting on motions, the chief justice, or ifases is the date of oral argument, and the date of submission of

the absence of the chief justice, the most senior justice pres&AteS assignédlrlsubmission on briefs ig tfhe dage set by the ﬁhim |

acts on behalf of the court and pursuant to rules of the Suprdhiiice: Generally, cases are assigned for submission with ora

Court promulgated from time to time. argument unless it appears from the issues or the briefs that oral
a. Unopposed procedural motions are acted on by the cl umentvould not be stiiciently informative tathe court to jus-

proceduralmotons which do ot adversely afec anotrr pafl 1® 20eonal expendiure of courttme r cot o he parties
e.g, motions to extend time to file briefs or to exceed page limitg- g

tions of briefs, are acted on by the clerk without a response fr ument presenting the same issue(s). At least 30 days prior to

the adverse party, unless the clerk requests a response. The ctIgrlférSt day of oral argument on the calendar, the clerk makes the

decides these motions in consultation with the commissioner] endar public and drbutes a copy of it to the court, to the par-

whom the matter has been assigned for analysis and the chiefgf  to the cases on the calendar, and to others who have arranged

tice. The clerk or the commissioner prepares and issues an appfb? the clerk to receive it. o S
priate order. As soon as each month’s submission calendar is distributed, the

When appropriate, the commissioner presents a motion to gourt's marshal delivers a copy of the calendar and the briefs filed
' fate for each case on that calendar to the office of each justice.

chief justice, or in the absence of the chief justice, the most se Z e
justice present, with a recommendation for the granting or derfigiCh justice’s law clerk prepares memoranda thoroughly analyz-

of the motion, and the chief justice or the most senior justice prédd the factual and legal issues in the cases on the calendar as the
ent either decides the motion or determines that the matter shogi¥ Clerk's justice may direct. Prior to oral argument, each justice
be submitted to the court. The commissioner prepares an appfadsthe briefs and legal memoranda in each case on the calendar.
priate order and, when the order is approved, arranges for itdD. ORAL ARGUMENT; PRE-ARGUMENT CONFERENCE. At 8:45
issuance by the office of the clerk. a.m. on each day of oral arguments the court meets in conference

b. Substantive motions are assigned by clerk staff to the cout@sdiscuss the cases scheduled for oral argument that day. After
commissionergor review and reporting to the court, with or with-the submission calendar is circulated, each justice is randomly
out a memorandum, as time may permit and circumstances naéglgned:ases on it for purposes of leading the discussion of those
indicate. If the motion is filed in a case that has been assigne§a@§€s gbre—argument conference on the day of oral argument. At
a justice, clerk staff transmits the motion to the court. When tHe pre—agument conference the court isolates issues, determines
motion has been decided, the commissioner or clerk staff, at ¥eathas not been adequately presented by the parties in the briefs,
court’s direction, prepares an appropriate order and, when &gl determines what issues the parties should address during oral
order is approved, arranges for its issuance by the office of grgument and what questions the court should address to counsel
clerk. to clarify the issues.

c. A motion to file a brief by a person not a party to a proceed- At this conference, the court may discuss those cases assigned
ing is assigned to the court commissioner to whom the matter frrssubmission on briefs presenting the same issue(s) as a case
beenassigned for analysis, who may grant the motion if it appeasheduled for oral argument that same day. The court discusses
that the movant has a special knowledge or experieribe mat- othercases assigned for submission on briefs on the date set by the
ter at issue in the proceedings so as to render a brief from théef justice.
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The submission calendar lists those cases to be argued in thE. AssiGNMENTOF CASES. Immediatelyafter the court reaches
morning, beginning at 9:45 a.m., and those cases to be argueitsitentative decision in a case, whether at post-argument decision
the afternoon, beginning at 1:30 p.m. Attorneys are to be presemference or at a succeeding conference, the case is assigned to
and prepared to argue at the time indicated, which is the earleshember of the court for preparation of the court’s opinion. No
time atwhich their case may be called. Upon their arrival for orahse is assigned to a justice until after oral argument and after the
argument, attorneys are to check in with the clerk’s office stafburt has reached its tentative decision.

outside the courtroom. Each month at least one case is assigned for opinion writing to
When a case is called by the chief justice, counsel are to t&leeh justice; an additional case may be assigned to any justice
their places immediatelyThe petitioner is to take his or her placefter all justices have been assigned at least one case. Cases are
to the right of the podium facing the court and the respondentissigned by lot: each justice is assigned a number from one to
to be seated to the left of the podium facing the court. seven according to seniority, and the next senior justice to the
At oral argument, each side is allowed 30 minutes or such otkgief justice draws one of seven numbered tokens lying num-
period of time as the court may grant to present argument supfieted—side down on the conference table. The number drawn for
menting or clarifying arguments set forth in the briefs, to presefch case determines the justice to whom the writing of the opin-
argument on issues specified by the court prior to oral argumét is assigned. A case is assigned only to a justice who has voted
and to discuss developments in applicable law which hawth the majority. In the event a justice to whom a case has been
occurred subsequent to the filing of the briefs. Requests for addfsigned subsequently decides to change his or her vote on the
tionaltime for oral argument are to be made in writing to the clerecision otthe case and ceases to be among the majority, he or she
but such requests are rarely granted. Oral arguments are recofd@y withdraw from the assignment; the case is then reassigned by
by the marshal for the court’s use, and the recordings are retailfd0 a justice who is among the majority, and another case is
for at least 120 days following remittitur. The court may perm@ssigned to the justice who has withdrawn.
parties oiinterested persons to listen to the recordings. Oral argu-After the cases are assigned, the justice prepares a draft opinion
mentsmay also be listened to on-line as they occur and are podiadcirculation to the court.

to the court's website for listening at any time. G. OpinioN. To place a draft opinion on the conference
The court’s marshal monitors the time for oral argument by tlagenda, a justice must circulate his or her draft opinion at least
use of light signals on the podium. seven calendar days prior to the conference. Justices are encour-

(a) Opening ArgumentA green light signals the beginning ofaged to submit objections or suggestions in writing to the author,
the opening argument of the petitioner or other party having théth copies to all justices prior to the conference.
burden of going forward. Twenty—five minutes is allotted for The court considers each draft opinion carefully as to language
opening agument, leaving five minutes for rebuttal. Five minuteand substance, and if there are any changes to be made that are of
prior to the expiration of the time allowed for opening argumenore than minimal importance, the opinion is recirculated and
the green light goes off and a yellow light comes on. When theconferenced. Any justice, whether in the majority or dissent,
time reserved for opening argument has expired, the yellow lighty at any time prior to the issuance of the mandate ask that an
goes off and a red light comes on, and attorneys are to termir@giaion be held and reconferenced.
their argument immediately. The division of oral argument time Eachjustice who elects to write an opinion concurring in or dis-
in cases where there is a cross—appeal is to be agreed to by theseating from the court’s opinion ordinarily announces that inten-
ties; no more than five minutes may be reserved for rebuttal. tifn at an opinion conference. The author of a concurring or dis-

party may cede part of its time to an amicus. sentingopinion and a justice who has asked that an opinion be held
(b) Respondent’s ArgumentThe same procedure outlinedshould give first priority to the concurring or dissenting opinion
above for opening argument is used. and to the opinion being held. Justices must circulate concurring

(c) Rebuttal. A yellow light signals commencement of theor dissenting opinions and remove the hold on any opinion before
time for rebuttal argument by the petitioner or other party havig§culating opinions in cases assigned to them. Any justice may
the burden of going forward; five minutes is allotted for rebutt&gconsider his or her vote on the court's decision or opinion until
unless more than 25 minutes has been used in the opening alfggidecision is mandated.
ment. A red light comes on when the time expires, and attorneysH. Per Curiam OPINION. Per curiam opinions may be pre-
are to terminate their argument immediately. pared by gustice or a court commissioner for consideration by the

E. PosT-ARGUMENT DECISION CONFERENCE. Following each court. Per curiam opinions in judicial and attorney disciplinary
day'soral arguments, the court meets in conference to discuss feceedings are prepared by a court commissioner for the court'’s
cases gued that day. The chief justice presides at the confereng@nsideration. The decisions in all cases are made by the court,
conducts the court’s discussion, and calls for the vote on the déld the per curiam opinions are reviewed by the entire court and
sion of each case. are approved as to form and substance by the court prior to

For each case, the justice to whom the case was assignedSJtance: S .
presentation ahe pre—argument conference gives his or her anal-I.  MANDATE. The court’s decision in a case is mandated
ysis and recommendation, the court discusses the issues inPitggnptly upon approval of the opinion by the court and upon noti-
case, and the vote of each member of the court on the decisidifafion by the chief justice to the clerk. The court's opinion is
taken, beginning with the justice who has given the recommendggued simultaneously with any concurring or dissenting opin-
tion. When possible, the court reaches a decision in each of @S-
cases argued that day, but any decision is tentative until the deciwwhen a decision is ready to be mandated, the court’s opinion,
sion is mandated. Prior to a tentative decision, any justice malgng with any concurring or dissenting opinions, is transmitted
have acase held for further consideration and discussion. Follo¥s the clerk’s office where it is reviewed and assigned a public
ing the court’s tentative decision, any justice may request recammain citation. The case name and number of opinions that are
ferencing for further discussion of the case. A decision to direstheduled for release are ordinarily posted on the court’s website
the parties to brief issues other than those raised in the petitiotwto days prior to the scheduled release date. On the day of man-
commence an original action or response requires the affirmatdete, the clerk’s office telephones the attorneys for the parties,
vote of four or more members of the court. In a week followingptifying them of the court’s decision, releases the opinion to the
the oral arguments, the court decides the cases (usually discipingies and makes copies of the opinion available for public
cases) on the month’s submission calendar that are not decidedsgiection. The opinion is also posted to the court’s website. The
post—argument conference. opinion remains subject to further editing and modification. The
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office of the clerk arranges for the publication of the final version If the clerk determines on the basis of a co%ﬁce)t(é:%%g'credible
of the opinion in the official publications. affidavit that a person is not indigent, the clerk issues an order
J. RECONSIDERATION. The court does not reconsider its decidirecting the person to pay the appropriate filing fee in the pro-
sion on petitions for review or petitions to bypass. Motions f&eedings. Ithe person does not respond to a court order concern-
reconsideration ahe judgment or order of the court in other mating indigency, the clerk assigns the matter to a commissioner for
ters are assigned in rotation by the office of the clerknember review; the commissioner reports to the court with recommenda-
of the court who participated in but did not author the court’s opiHons.
ion or write a dissent in the case. The justice reports on the motior8. Statistics. The clerk prepares a monthly statistical report
at conference and makes a recommendation. Every motiondetting forth the status of matters pending with the court and a
reconsideration is discussed by the entire court at conferencecumulative accounting of matters disposed by the court from the
Reconsideration, in the sense of a rehearing of the case, is Beceding September. The clerk distributes a copy of these statis-
dom granted. A change of decision on reconsideration will engigal reports to the court and to the director of state courts.
only when the court has overlooked controlling legal precedent or 4. \oluntary Dismissal.lf a notice of voluntary dismissal of
important policy considerations or has overlooked or miscoa-proceeding on a petition for review, petition for bypass or certifi-
strued a controlling or significant fact appearing in the record. dition or of an original action or supervisory writ proceeding is
motion for reconsideration may result in the court’s issuing a cdited before all of the briefs in the proceeding are filed, the chief
rective orexplanatory memorandum to its opinion without changustice may act on the notice; if a notice of voluntary dismissal is
ing the original mandate. filed after all ofthe briefs in the proceeding are filed, the chief jus-
The justice to whom a motion for reconsideration is assignéde shall bring the notice to the court for action.
informsthe office of the clerk of the court’s decision on reconsid-
eration, and the clerk issues an appropriate order. If reconsidéiia-RULE-MAKING PROCESS. A. PusLIC HEARING. The
tion is granted and further briefing required, the case is placesurt notices and holds a public hearing on a petition for the cre-
with other pending cases and processed accordingly. ation or anendment of rules governing pleading, practice and pro-
K. RemitTiTur. The clerk transmits to the Court of Appealsedure irjudicial proceedings in all courts, provided that the court
or to the circuit court, as appropriate, the mandate and opiniordgems the petition to have arguable merit. In the event the court
the court together with the record in the case as follows: 31 dglgems a petition meritless, it may, without holding a public hear-
after the filing of the opinion of the court when no motion foing, summarily dismiss the petition or decline to take any action.
reconsideration ifiled; upon completion of reconsideration wherSeeWis. Stat. § 751.12. The court also holds a public hearing on
reconsideration is granted; promptly upon the court’s decisi@npetition for amendment of the Supreme Court Rules except, in
denying a motion for reconsideration. the court’s discretion, when the petition concerns ministerial or
L. MisceLLaneous. 1. Recusal or Disqualification of Jus- otherwise non-substantive matters or when exigent circum-

tices. A justice may recuse himself or herself under any circurilances exist.

stances sfitient to require such action. The grounds for disquali- B. Open CONFERENCE. Subject to par. g, after the public hear-
fication of a justice are set forth in Wis. Stat. § 757.19. Theg is held the court meets in open conference in the Supreme
decision of a justice to recuse or disqualify himself or herself @ourt Hearing Room to discuss the merits of and act on the peti-
that of the justice alone. When a justice recuses or disqualifiem. The court also holds open conference on other administra-
himself or herself, the justice takes no further part in the courtige matters. The following provisions apply to the open confer-
consideration of thmatter. A justice who recuses himself or herence:

self may file with the court or as part of a published opinion only 1. Notice. The court gives notice prior to the conference as
the statement that: (a) the justice took no part; (b) the justice @i$mptly and as widely circulated as feasible. Written notice of
not participate; or (c) the justice withdrew from participation. Thie conference is mailed to persons who appeared at the public
court's orders and the opinion in the matter bear the notation thakring, filed material with the court in the matter or made a writ-
the justice took no part or did not participate or withdrew frofen request to the clerk of the court for notice of conference. If the
consideration of the case. court schedules the conference to be held immediately following
2. Indigency. If a person seeking to proceed in the Suprentke public hearing, notice of the conference is given in the order
Court claims to be indigent, that claim will generally be acceptedtting the petition for public hearing.
if an indigency determination as to that person previously hasa procedure. Members of the court convene at the attorneys
been made in the Supreme Court or in the Court of Appeals.tdpe in the Supreme Court Hearing Room and the chief justice

morethan one year has elapsed since the indigency determinaipisides. Microphones are provided for sound amplification and
or if the subsequent case is of a substantially different type thaprovide a recording of the conference.

the one in which the indigency determination was originally
made, the clerk may request the person to submit a new affid%\:(

t(:;; Public Attendance]'ht_e public is invited_ to obs_erve the con-
of indigency form. If no indigency determination has been ma nce from the area designated for public seating but may not

previously, the clerk sends the person an affidavit of indigency rt|C|pat§ n It . ) .

be completed and returned. The affidavit is accompanied by g Media Coverage.The rules governing electronic media and
form order requiring completion and filing of the affidavit withinStill photography coverage of judicial proceedings, SCR chapter
10 days of the date of the order or, failing which, ordering the d21: apply to open conferences.

missal of the proceedings. 5. Staff. All matters within the court’s rule—making jurisdic-

The clerk makes indigency determinations. If the personj@n are assigned to a court commissioner for analysis and report-
determined to be indigent, the clerk issues an order waiving p#3d to the courtSeelOP. II. B. 5. The commissioner prepares and
ment of the filing fee in the proceeding. If the affidavit of indicnrcqlgtes materlal to the court for its assistance at t_he conference,
gency is incomplete or is not credible, the clerk issues an or@éfticipates in the conference at the court’s dI§CI’etIOﬂ, and drafts
statingthat the affidavit is incomplete or the reasons for which tHélles and prepares orders at the court’s direction.
affidavit is deemed not credible, stating that the affidavit is not 6. Adjournment.If the court does not complete discussion of
approvedand requiring the person either to pay the appropriate fike petition at the conference, it adjourns the conference to a speci-
ing fee or submit a credible and completed affidavit within fivéed date or a date to be determined. If not adjourned to a specific
days ofthe date of the order, failing which the proceedings will beate, notice of an adjourned conference is given pursuant to par.
dismissed. B.1.
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G PRQCESS. . . . o . o
g. %xcepﬁons. a. An open conference is not held when it The chair of one of the district professional responsibility com-
appears that only non-substantive aspects of the petition williétees provided in SCR 21.08, chosen by the court by lot.
discussed. One nonlawyer member of the public designated by the Senate
b. Upon vote of the majority in open court, the court may di€o—-Chair of the Legislative Council.
cuss and act on the petition in conference closed to the public. gpe nonlawyer member of the public designated by the
c. Upon motion of a member of the court at open conferenagsembly Co-Chair of the Legislative Council.

to .discuss matters pertqining to personnel,. the confergnce ione nonlawyer member of the public designated by the chair
adjourned to closed session and reconvenes in open session Wp@kk Wisconsin Government Accountability Board.

vote of the majority. b f th To be eligible to serve on the Appointment Selection Commit-

C. PRIVATE DiscussioN. Members of the court are not pre'I]ee, a lawyer must have practiced law for more than five years.
cluded from discussing privately the subject of a pending rule The term of a member is three years; the terms of the initial
petition among themselves or with others. Y '

members are staggered by the court by lot to provide for the expi-

IV. APPOINTMENT PROCESS. The Wisconsin Supreme "ation of four members’ terms each year. _ _
Court, pursuant to statutory authority and the court’s rules, regu-Vvacancies on the Appointment Selection Committee are filled
larly appoints lawyers and nonlawyer members of the pub”cg@(y the persons identified above, respect_lvely. Where the person
various boards, committees, and other entities. In making thdsé&pecified to be chosen by lot, a person is chosen by lot each time
appointments, it ithe court’s objective to maximize the participathere is a vacancy in that position.

tion of lawyers and the public in the work of those entities. To The Committee selects its chair at the first meeting of each cal-
avoid the appearance of favoritism or patronage in the appoiahdar year. Staff support is provided to the Committee.

ment process, the court has created a committee independent @ Meerings. The Committee meets at such times as consid-
the court to assist in the process. The Appointment Selectigdnecessary by its chair. The meetings are held at locations and

Committee solicits and evaluates persons for appointment gfifles so as to enable the greatest number of members to partici-
nominates for the court's consideration the persons it determingsa

are best qualified to serve. In evaluating the qualifications of p T . NOMINATION PROCEDURE. 1. Notice of Vacancy. Each

sons interested in appointment, the Appointment Selection Com- . . i

mittee applies the cﬁtperia established%F;/ the court for each of #‘Eéard' committee and other entity to which the Supreme Court

entities to which appointment is made. makgs appointment of lawyers and nonlawyer membe_rs of the
. . . uplic notifies the clerk of the court as soon as practicable of

In order to ensure the integrity of the appointment process alg intmentshat need to be made. The clerk of the court notifies
avoid any perception that individual members of the court 3% Committee chair of those appointments
interested or involved in the selectionspkcific individuals to be . R )
nominated by the Committee for appointment, the Appointment 2: [nformation to and Solicitationf Interested Personsn
Selection Committee itself is not appointed by the court but dition to the information disseminated by the court regardln_g
persons — lawyers and members of the public — designated appointment of Ie}vyyers and nonl.awyer members of the public,
by name but by positions held in organizations related to the 3¢ Committee publicizes the appointments to be made by such
and state government. In this way, any perception that an individéansas, in the Committee’s discretion, will provide notice to the
ual member of the court is in a position to exert influence over a@ifgatest number of persons likely to be interested in being
member of the Appointment Selection Committee or any of i@Ppointed. To the extent it deems necessary, the Committee may
decisions is obviated. No member of the court participates in #hduct in-person information and solicitation sessions to pro-
appointment process until after the Appointment Selection Coff!ce qualified persons interested in being appointed.
mittee has submitted nominations for specific appointment. 3. Resumes; InterviewsThe Committee invites persons inter-

In making appointments, the court’s objective is to providested in being appointed to submit a written resume of their quali-
quality and promote diversity on the boards, committees and otffigations. The Committee may personally interview those persons
entities. The appointment procedure established by the countvikose resumes demonstrate qualifications that appear to warrant
designed to produce appointments bassely on the qualities of a personal, confidential interview before the full Committee or
integrity, intelligence, experience and commitment. any number of its members the Committee may designate.

A. APPOINTMENT SELECTION CommITTEE. The Appointment 4. Nomination. Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration
Selection Committee (Committee) consists of the following 1@ a term or other applicable date that requires an appointment by

persons: the Supreme Court, the Committee submits to the Supreme Court
One attorney from the Milwaukee metropolitan area select8itf names of at least two persons it nominates for appointment.
by the dean of the Marquette University Law School. If more than one position on a particular board, committee or other

One attorney from outside the Milwaukee metropolitan ar&Qtity is to béilled by appointment at the same time, the Commit-

selected by the dean of the University of Wisconsin Law Scholt€: in its discretion, may submit the number of names it considers

The president of a county bar association located within tﬁgproprlate for appointment to the positions generally or in

Eastern District of Wisconsin chosen by the court by lot, or his ¢ SpeCLtO each position se_parak;ly. Togeﬁlher with the nomlr;]a-
her designee. ions, the Committee submits to the court the resumes and other

h i f b iation | d withi Enaterial it has considered regarding the persons nominated. The
The president of a county bar association located within 19§t may ask the Committee to submit additional nominations.
WesternDistrict of Wisconsin chosen liie court by lot, or his or 5 R int tWh ber of a board it
her designee. . Reappointmen en a member of a board, committee or
The chair of the Eamily Law Section of the State Bar of Wi other entity is eligible for reappointment to a successive term, the
X hi her d Y Committee ascertains whether the member regularly attended
consin, or ,'S or her designee. . . meetings ofhe board, committee or other entity, made significant
The chair of the General Practice Section of the State Bar@tribution to its work, and is willing to accept reappointment.

Wisconsin, or his or her designee. o If the member’s participation has been satisfactory and the mem-
The president of the Government Lawyers Division of thier is willing to accept reappointment, and the Committee nomi-
State Bar of Wisconsin, or his or her designee. nates the member for reappointment to a successive term, it is

One former member of the Board of Attorneys Professionahnecessary for the Committee to nominate other persons for
Responsibility or the Board of Bar Examiners who has not servagpointment to the position. If the member’s participation has
within the preceding five years, chosen by the court by lot.  been unsatisfactory or the member is not willing to accept reap-
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pointment, the Committee proceeds as in the case of an appoint-
ment.

6. Criteria. In determining the qualifications of persons for
appointment, the Committee applies the criteria for the specific
position established by the court from time to time and provided
to the Committee in writing. The Committee may, with the
approval of the court, apply additional specific criteria.

D. ReiMBURSEMENT. Members of the Committee are reim-
bursed for travel, lodging and related expenses reasonably
incurred in carrying out their duties.
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