
  

 
 
Due to deep reductions in federal grant funding, a foundational component of Brown County’s 

system of support for families with young children is in jeopardy. For more than eleven years, 

multiple community stakeholders have worked diligently and collaboratively to build a “Gateway” or 

central means for families (particularly those who are at-risk) to access local resources best suited to 

their individual needs and strengths.  

 

The Gateway was built and has been expanded since 2005 after being launched as a cornerstone 

strategy of the Community Partnership for Children (CPC), a cross-sector collective impact coalition 

which is coordinated by Brown County United Way.  

 

The CPC’s vision is that all Brown County children will be safe, healthy and ready for 

kindergarten. To accomplish this, many organizations, individuals and community leaders have 

worked together to develop a coordinated System of Care to: 

 

Reduce child abuse and neglect 

Improve child health 

Promote optimal child development 

Strengthen families 

 

The Gateway is central to achieving these community objectives. Core Gateway services, provided 

by the Healthy Families Program of Family Services, Howe Community Resource Center, and Family 

& Childcare Resources of N.E.W., in collaboration with multiple system partners, include:  

 

 Welcome Baby Visits, prenatally or at the hospital, which link families to community 

resources and lays the foundation for addressing any risk factors. 

 Short-term and longer-term intensive home visits for parents with young children, parent 

education and mentoring, structured playgroups, wraparound services, and coordinated 

referrals to the full spectrum of local programming.   

 

2016 federal funding cuts had an immediate impact on this population health model, reducing 

Brown County’s home visiting capacity by at least 120 families.  

 

 Without these services, many of these families will be left without the safety net of support 

that is providing them with vital tools to become stable and their children to reach key 

developmental milestones.  

 

The Community Partnership for Children strongly supports Governor Scott Walker’s inclusion 

of $3.9 million per year in new dollars in his 2017/2019 budget proposal for the Family 

Foundations Program, which provides vital funding for local early home visiting programs 

(including Brown County). 

 

For more information, contact Sarah Inman at sarah@browncountyunitedway.org. 
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