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DELIVERED ELECTRONICALLY
June 29", 2026

Secretary Brooke Rollins

United State Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins,

The confirmed detection of New World Screwworm (NWS) in the United States on June 3, and the 26 cases confirmed
since then, should be taken extremely seriously and evaluated with the utmost importance. | write today to share my
concerns, as well as to urge federal and state collaboration here in Wisconsin to prevent the spread of the disease to our
state.

Animal safety and herd health is of critical importance to our farmers and ranchers in Wisconsin. While | appreciate the
initial swift response from the USDA, in collaboration with Texas Animal Health Commission, | write today to encourage
collaboration with all state departments of agriculture and animal health to ensure a robust response that prevents any
further spread of NWS.

A nationwide effort is necessary to quickly and safely get the disease under control. Wisconsin farmers and ranchers are
already facing damaging tariffs, extremely expensive fertilizer costs, and anticompetitive market practices that are
dwindling their already razor-thin margins. Further losses from herd infection or limited trade markets should be mitigated
as quickly as possible so as to not cause further harm.

This recent outbreak also serves as an important reminder that divestment in programs that help prevent animal disease,
including in neighboring countries, creates biosecurity and food security risks here in the United States. Food security is
national security, and animal health is a key factor to ensuring a robust domestic food supply. Moving forward, prevention
efforts should be re-prioritized and adequately funded.

Thank you for your attention to this issue, and | look forward to working with you to ensure our farmers and ranchers’
herd can remain safe from NWS.
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