CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM

To: Legislative Colleagues

From: Representatives Francesca Hong, Joe Sheehan, Christian Phelps, Clinton Anderson, Deb
Andraca, Margaret Arney, Mike Bare, Jill Billings, Brienne Brown, Ryan Clancy, Angelina Cruz, Karen
DeSanto, Ben DeSmidt, Steve Doyle, Jodi Emerson, Joan Fitzgerald, Russell Goodwin, Kalan
Haywood, Andrew Hysell, Jenna Jacobson, Alex Joers, Tara Johnson, Karen Kirsch, Darrin Madison,
Renuka Mayadev, Maureen McCarville, Tip McGuire, Vincent Miresse, Supreme Moore-Omokunde,
Greta Neubauer, Sylvia Ortiz-Velez, Lori Palmeri, Priscilla Prado, Amaad Rivera-Wagner, Ann Roe,
Christine Sinicki, Lee Snodgrass, Ryan Spaude, Angela Stroud, Shelia Stubbs, Lisa Subeck,
Sequanna Taylor, Angelito Tenorio, Randy Udell, and Robyn Vining

Senators Chris Larson, Sarah Keyeski, Jodi Habush Sinykin, Melissa Ratcliff, Tim Carpenter, Kristin
Dassler-Alfheim, Dora Drake, Dianne Hesselbein, LaTonya Johnson, Brad Pfaff, Kelda Roys, Jeff
Smith, Mark Spreitzer, Jamie Wall, and Robert Wirch

Date: January 16, 2025

Re: Co-Sponsorship of the Healthy School Meals for All Act, LRB-1300 - relating to: providing state
aid to reimburse public and private schools that provide free meals to all pupils for the costs of
those meals and making an appropriation.

Deadline: January 29, 2025 at 5:00pm

In 2020, the United States Department of Agriculture started issuing child nutrition waivers that
would provide students the chance to eat breakfast and lunch at school at no cost to their families
regardless of economic background. Schools were reimbursed for these universal meals all through
the nutrition waivers to offset negative educational, health, and academic impacts of the pandemic
on young people and relieve economic hardships on families. The benefits we’ve seen through
these programs like eliminating stigma and school meal debt, positive health outcomes, and higher
attendance truly show the need to make universal meals permanent.

The statistics from this provision tells a staggering story of local effort paired with widespread
funding. Simply put - the expansion of the national school meal program has been transformative.
Committing to this program will not only feed more kids, but invest in the food service industry,
create jobs through local economic development, and support farmers and growers. And, it will
help working families in Wisconsin when and where they need it most.

LRB 1300 seeks to make this program permanent in Wisconsin’s statutes and ensure that no child
in our schools will go hungry. The language of this bill maintains adherence to the nationally set
nutritional standards by providing reimbursements to schools that participate in the National
School Lunch and Breakfast Programs.



This approach of Healthy School Meals for All not only eliminates concerns about lunch shaming or
school meal debt, but also has potential cost saving measures for Wisconsin families:

The Paid Lunch Equity Tool issued by the USDA, sets a weighted average price of $3.85 per meal for
2024-25. At two meals a day for 20 days, the approximate cost savings for a Wisconsin family would
be around $154 a month per child, or $1848 annually.

This legislation ensures every student in Wisconsin gets a nutritious breakfast and lunch,
regardless of their family's financial situation. It's a win-win for our students, our families, our
schools, our school nutrition programs, our farmers, and our state.

If you are interested in being a co-sponsor of LRB-1300, please respond to this email or call
Rep. Hong’s office (608-237-9176) by January 29th at 5:00pm. All co-sponsors will be added to
the Senate and the Assembly bill, unless otherwise requested.



