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October 29, 2021 
 

  

Dear friend, 

Stroke, also known as cerebrovascular accident, kills six million people worldwide every year and 
leaves another five million permanently disabled.  Stroke is the second leading cause of death 
around the world and the leading cause of disability; one in four people will suffer from a stroke 
in their lifetimes. Strokes occur when poor blood flow to the brain results in cell death. Knowing 
stroke risk factors, taking steps to reduce your risk and being aware of early warning signs are 
all key to producing favorable outcomes. That was the impetus behind World Stroke Day, 
recognized on October 29. Up to 90% of all strokes can be prevented by addressing certain risk 
factors, including diet, hypertension, smoking and exercise.  Through an emphasis on prevention, 
the World Stroke Association hopes to cut the number of strokes in half by 2030.  Knowledge is 
power; learn more here.   

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

https://www.world-stroke.org/world-stroke-day-campaign


 

                                                                                                                                     
In Case You Missed It 

 
Alpaca Arts Pottery to Go Makes a Great Family Day 

 
Looking for a relaxing, hands-on, family friendly activity that kids and adults will enjoy?  Visit 
Alpaca Arts in Downtown Kenosha.  The concept is simple: walk in; choose your piece from a 
selection of plates, bowls, banks, boxes and figurines; sit, relax and paint.  Sisters Brenda and 

Becky opened the business in 2007 and moved to Downtown Kenosha two years later.  Alpaca 
Arts is perfect for birthday parties, corporate team building, showers and bachelorette parties, 

office get togethers, family reunions and more.  A group of ten or more painters may reserve the 
party area.  Find hours of operation, contact information and more on Facebook and the store 

website.  

 
Report by Nonpartisan Legislative Audit Bureau Finds 

Elections “Safe and Secure”  
The nonpartisan and highly-respected Legislative Audit Bureau has released its finding on the 

2020 election in Wisconsin.  Not surprisingly, while the report did make a number of 

https://www.facebook.com/alpacaarts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.alpacapottery.com/content/
https://www.alpacapottery.com/content/
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recommendations, the audit did not find any widespread fraud and determined that voting 
machines operated correctly. Republican State Senator Robert Cowles, who co-chairs the 

Legislature’s Joint Audit Committee, commented that the report showed “that the election was 
largely safe and secure”. An audit summary and the full report are available for public viewing.  

 

 
Republican-Led Committees Hold Hearings on New, 

Partisan Maps 
Republican leaders in the Assembly and Senate held a joint public hearing on new sets of 

legislative and Congressional maps drawn by Republicans using the current, highly-
gerrymandered maps as a starting point.  Assembly Speaker Robin Vos has said that a goal in 

drawing the new maps was to maintain, as much as possible, the current maps, which have been 
repeatedly challenged in court and called the most gerrymandered in the country. The hearing 
drew a large crowd of speakers, with the overwhelming majority opposing the maps drawn by 

Republicans and supporting a nonpartisan redistricting process and the People’s Maps 
Commission. You can see the Republican-drawn maps here and those compiled by the People’s 

Maps Commission here.   
 

  
Kenosha, Racine First Responders Recognized by State 

Legislature 
The Kenosha Police Department’s Felicia Labatore, Carl Carlson of the Kenosha Fire 

Department, and Tim O’Brien, Brian Turczynski, Jose Carbajal, Matt Bodenbach, Ben Ratka, 
Mike Nikolai of the Racine Fire Department were honored this week as the Wisconsin State 

Assembly recognized “First Responders of the Year”. Felicia Labatore, who was nominated by  

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/eSummary21-19
https://legis.wisconsin.gov/lab/media/3288/21-19full.pdf
https://drawyourdistrict.legis.wisconsin.gov/proposedmaps
https://govstatus.egov.com/peoplesmaps/work-records


 

 
Rep. Tip McGuire, is a Crime Prevention Officer and PEER Coordinator for the Kenosha Police 

Department; the PEER program promotes mental health among law enforcement officers.  
Captain Carl Carlson, nominated by Rep. Tod Ohnstad, has dedicated three decades to his 

career as a paramedic, during which time he has received numerous honors and awards for his 
service.  Captain Carlson has been an integral part of the Kenosha Fire Department’s Covid-19 
vaccination program, helping to achieve a 94% vaccination rate among its employees. The six 

members of the Racine Fire Department, nominated by Rep. Greta Neubauer, worked to acquire 
and install 150 life preserver vests and 12 throw rings on Lake Michigan following a series of 
drownings in Racine.  Congratulations and thank you to these and all of our brave, dedicated 

first responders! 
 

  
KUSD to Hold Special Elector Meeting for Nov. 8 

The Kenosha Unified School District has scheduled a special meeting of district electors to take 
place on Monday, November 8 at 7 pm; it will take place in the auditorium at Indian Trail High 
School and Academy, 6800 60th St., and is open to the public. The purpose of the meeting is to 
reconsider cuts, including a $2.9 million cut to the district’s operating budget, that were passed 

during the September meeting.  Everyone is encouraged to attend and show support for our 
schools and school board members. 

 
 

 
FDA Authorizes Pfizer Covid Vaccine for Children 5-11, 

Updates Guidance on Boosters 
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The FDA has given a green light to allow children ages 5 through 11 to receive the Pfizer version of 
the Covid-19 vaccination.  This will be a big step forward in attempts to inoculate the population 

against Covid-19, particularly as the Delta variant has shown to be more infectious and dangerous in 
children.  Additionally, the CDC is expanding eligibility for Covid-19 boosters, including those with 

mental illness and mood disorders; the FDA and CDC have also authorized a “mix and match” 
strategy, allowing people to receive boosters of any of the three approved vaccines, regardless of what 
they had previously gotten. You can find the latest on child vaccinations here and the most up-to-date 

information on Covid boosters here.  
 

 
Racine Offering Mobile Covid Vaccinations This Saturday 
City of Racine residents will have the chance to get vaccinated against Covid-19 in their own 

neighborhoods this Saturday.  The City, AMI Health and Health Care Network are partnering to 
sponsor a mobile, pop-up vaccination clinic in several different locations.  The clinic will be 

available at these intersections for one hour each during the listed times: 
• 11 am – noon: 16th St. and Packard Ave. 
• Noon – 1 pm: 16th St. and Austin Ave. 
• 1 – 2 pm: Slauson and Taylor Avenues 
• 2 – 3 pm: Woodland and Bluff Avenues 
• 3 – 4 pm: Dalamere Ave. and 10th St. 

Canvassers, including City Council President John Tate II, will be in these neighborhoods 
ahead of time, handing out fliers about the vaccination clinic, encouraging residents to get 

vaccinated, and answering questions. The City is still offering up to $100 to city residents who 
complete a vaccine regimen and $50 for vaccinated city residents who bring an unvaccinated 

city resident to get vaccinated. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/adolescents.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html


 

 
National Guard Offering Free Covid Testing in Kenosha, 

Racine Counties 
The Wisconsin National Guard will offer free, drive-through Covid-19 testing four days per 
week through Dec. 14 at the Salem Lakes Fire and Rescue Station No. 1, 11252 254th Ct in 

Trevor. Testing hours are 10 am to 4 pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and 8 am to noon 
on Saturdays.  No appointments are needed, but advanced registration at 

https://register.covidconnect.wi.gov is highly recommended.  Those tested can expect their 
results within seven days, accessible via the Wisconsin Covid-19 Result Hotline, 866-419-6988.  
National Guard testing is also being offered at Festival Hall in Racine, 5 Fifth St., from noon to 

6 pm on Mondays and Thursdays. 
 

  

Reserve Your Copy of the 2021-2023 State of Wisconsin 
Blue Book 

The latest edition of the State of Wisconsin Blue Book has arrived.  If you would like to have a 
copy sent to you, contact my office at (608)267-8979 or sen.wirch@legis.wisconsin.gov. These 
books are free and contain interesting and valuable information about our state’s culture, history 

and government.  
 

        
Have a Safe and Happy Halloween 

Use these links to find Trick or Treating hours for Racine and Kenosha.  

https://register.covidconnect.wi.gov/
mailto:sen.wirch@legis.wisconsin.gov
https://racinecountyeye.com/2021-racine-county-trick-or-treat-schedule/
https://www.kenosha.org/visitors/news/819-city-sets-trick-or-treat-hours-for-oct-31-2021

