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BILL STRENGTHENING IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICE RESTRICTION
CLEARS SENATE
Senate Bill 248 Extends 11D Restrictions for Violations, Allows Occupational Licenses

MADISON — Senator Van Wanggaard’s (R-Racine) bill encouraging the use of ignition interlock
devices (11Ds) and providing automatic extensions for attempting to circumvent an 11D passed
the Senate unanimously today. The bill now goes to the Assembly.

“This may be the most effective anti-drunk driving bill we’ve passed in a decade,” said
Wanggaard. “Ignition Interlock Devices are a proven deterrent to drunk driving. This bill makes
our streets safer, and makes sure people aren’t driving until they’re sober.”

As amended by Senate Substitute Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 248, a person becomes eligible
for an occupational license upon the installation of an IID. If a person attempts to circumvent the
11D, or otherwise has an 11D violation, the 1D restriction is extended for a period of 180 days.
The bill also increases the penalties for violating the 11D restriction, and prohibits someone with
an 11D restriction from driving a motorcycle.

“This bill allows people to get back to work — safely — with an ignition interlock lock device and
an occupational license. It literally prevents you from driving drunk.” Wanggaard said, “And
you’ll have an interlock device in your car until you can prove you’re responsible enough to not
drink and drive. I am hopeful the Assembly will pass the bill next month.”

Senate Bill 248 passed the Senate on a unanimous voice vote. The bill is expected to pass the
Assembly, where it received unanimous support in committee, in February.
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