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Dear Senator Wanggaard and Representative Kerkman:   

 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Kenosha STEM Innovation Center. I share your disappointment that your 

Republican colleagues on the Joint Finance Committee rejected the funding for this project. This center would offer 

critical job training and entrepreneurship programming in the high-growth digital and science, technology and math fields. 

This project that is part of the larger plan of turning the former Chrysler plant site into a hub for innovation, has the ability 

to help transform the local and regional economies.   

  

The Kenosha STEM Innovation Center is an extremely important project, and there is no better time than now to move 

forward. That is why I included the project as a part of my 2021-23 Capital Budget. This project has had a vast amount of 

input and support from the community, state, and regional partners. Given its widespread support, I was dismayed that 

your Republican colleagues on the Joint Finance Committee stripped the funding for this project. As we bounce back from 

the pandemic, it is more critical than ever that the state invests in the future of our workforce and economy. The 

investment in the Kenosha STEM Innovation Center and the Kenosha Innovation Neighborhood is exactly the type of 

investment that will foster community-wide and regional economic, workforce, educational, and entrepreneurial 

opportunities.   

  

Luckily, there is still time to undo the Finance Committee's unfortunate decision removing this project from my budget. I 

would encourage you share these concerns with your colleagues on the Committee and work to have the project added 

back in through the Committee process. If that is unsuccessful, I expect you will likewise introduce floor amendments, 

respectively, to have this project added back into the biennial budget. There is no reason this investment should not be 

included in the Capital Budget as I proposed, and I am hopeful that your Republican colleagues will see the immeasurable 

benefits of investing in this project that is critical for Kenosha and the greater area. If there is anything my office or I can 

do to assist in getting this project added back into the budget, please do not hesitate to reach out. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Governor Tony Evers 
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