
Mark –  

 

Not personally knowing any home invaders, car thieves or car jackers, I cannot name any 

specific individual whose records I would like to expunge.  

 

But I also want to point out that this bill does not make those crimes eligible for expungement. 

Those crimes have been eligible for expungement since expungement has been an option. (I want 

to say it’s been 50 years). The bill actually adds stalking, property damage to a business, criminal 

trespass to a dwelling, and violating a domestic abuse/restraining order to the list of non-

expungable crimes.  

 

 This bill does, in essence, five things:   

 

First, it changes the time for asking for an expungement from BEFORE the 

sentencing/conviction until after sentencing. To me, that makes total sense. A judge has no idea 

at sentencing whether an individual will be worthy of expungement. Allowing them to petition 

for expungement after their sentence is completed, after they completed alcohol/drug treatment 

and proven that they are potentially worthy of expungement is the correct way to do 

expungement. This is a change to current law.  

 

Next, it requires that a person be at least one year removed from their full sentence (including 

extended supervision) before petitioning a court for expungement. Again, it makes sense for a 

court to have more information, not less information, about an individual before making that 

decision. This also is a change to current law. 

 

The bill also allows a person only one expungement in a lifetime. That limit does not exist under 

current law.  

 

The bill also allows judges on the front end to say that a conviction is not eligible for 

expungement. 

 

The bill allows a person whose record in expunged to apply for a state license.  

 

Finally, the bill also removes the age limit for when a crime was committed to be eligible for it to 

be expunged. Under current law, the crime must have been committed when a person is under 

25, this bill removes that age limit. Although that is not my favorite part of the bill, and arbitrary 

date makes little sense, and it was not enough for me to vote no. 

 

You ask about a specific person whose record I would like to see expunged. I have an 

acquaintance, who was 17 when she and her 16 year old friend forged her friend’s mother’s 



name to a check. Because the friend was 16 (and presumably the victim’s daughter) she got a 

slap on the wrist. My acquaintance was convicted of forgery as an adult. She is now an 

upstanding citizen, a wife of a police officer, a mother, involved with the church, PTA, etc. She 

has sought a nursing degree, and wants to be a RN. Because she did not ask for expungement 

when she was convicted, she is not eligible for expungement and cannot hold a nursing license.  

 

When I think of expungement and this bill, I think of her, her children, and her husband who 

believes in her. The offense occurred 20 years ago. Isn’t it time she can put this behind her and 

focus on her and her families future.  

 

As someone who has made hundreds of arrests for the crimes you describe, I am certain I 

arrested people whose lives have been turned around. And many, many of them whose lives have 

not been turned around. I would not and do not support a blanket expungement for certain 

crimes. Like you, I believe in second chances. 

 

A couple of other points based on your email, not expungement based. It’s not just Madison-

based organizations pushing this legislation. Americans for Prosperity, and the American 

Conservative Union, and Concerned Veterans of America have also expressed their support.  

 

Next I would like to inform you that I have one staff who lives in the Madison area. The others 

do not live in Dane County. One lives in Delafield, another in Dousman, and one in Clinton. All 

45-60 minutes away from Madison. This is important, because as I know you know, being 

Madison-based spins a person’s perspective.  

 

I know you think the Senate has been less confrontational than usual, and I disagree. It is the 

Senate pushing election reform, the Senate has consistently had the more conservative budget 

position in budget negotiations.  

 

I will take my record of advocating for conservative principles and vocally criticizing Governor 

Evers and bad Democrat ideas over almost everyone. I point to my public letters to Governor 

Evers during COVID and the Kenosha Riots, my efforts defending law enforcement against the 

dangerous and destructive ideas of the People’s Revolution, David Bowen and Jonathan Brostoff  

and my bashing of Governor Evers’ proposals to reduce criminal penalties, end the Serious 

Juvenile Offender program, as evidence.  

 

You and I may not always agree on issues, but I feel confident the expungement bill is good 

policy. The expungement bill has been around at least 6 years. And I have voted it out of my 

committee each of the last 3 sessions.   

  

 


