
 

 

 

For Immediate Release       January 24, 2023 

Contact: Sen. Duey Stroebel, (608) 266-7513 

Reaction to the State of the State Address 

Madison, WI – This evening, Gov. Tony Evers delivered his fifth State of the State Address. 

State Sen. Duey Stroebel (R – Cedarburg) issued the following statement in response:  

“At the beginning of his speech, Governor Evers said no one wants to make government 

bigger. Shortly thereafter, he must have forgotten that statement because for nearly an 

hour after, Evers rattled off a litany of ways he would grow government. At every turn, he 

finds new ways to spend the hard earned resources of Wisconsin taxpayers. It is the 

‘Madison knows best’ mentality on steroids.” 

“Since Evers is short on accomplishments of his own to tout, he unsurprisingly resorted 

to claiming credit for the last two state budgets crafted by legislative Republicans. Had 

the legislature agreed to the litany of spending items proposed by the Governor over the 

past four years, there would be no historic budget surplus and rainy day fund balance to 

speak of.” 

“It is worth noting that Evers failed to mention that the Legislature was able to craft a 

budget that significantly increased local road funding without raising the state’s gas tax, 

a provision which Evers included in his last budget proposal. In response to Evers 

comments on K-12 education, it is unfortunate that a large proportion of our schools are 

not performing at the levels they should be with the drastic investments in K-12 

education. Instead of the left pushing their ‘woke’ agenda, students should be focusing on 

academic achievement.” 

“While Evers repeatedly attempted to build himself up by knocking down his predecessor 

for so-called ‘disinvestments,’ it bears mentioning that many of the ‘investments’ Evers 

cited throughout his Address were only made possible by billions of dollars in one-time 

federal funds that he was able to dole out as he saw fit. Of course, the unprecedented 

deficit spending behind these federal funds has only served to exacerbate the rising costs 

that are straining the budgets of hard-working Wisconsin families and taxpayers.” 

Senator Stroebel represents the 20th Senate District which includes parts of Ozaukee, 

Washington, Fond du Lac, Calumet and Sheboygan Counties. 
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