
State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 
Virtual Meeting 

July 20, 2020 1:00pm Meeting 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order
Legislative Chairperson, Senator Risser, will call the SCERB meeting to order at 
1:00pm 

2. Roll Call
SCERB Recording Secretary, Jillian Vessely, will call the roll 

3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Board Meeting (October 28, 2019) 

4. Subcommittee Reports
Furniture and Finishes / Ms. Paula Veltum 

Nominee for Subcommittee Chair 

Garden Master Planning & Capitol Park / Mr. John Fernholz 

5. State Capitol Updates
Mr. Ted Crawford and Mr. Jason Rittel 

Window Repairs 
Dome Tuckpointing 
Storm Sewer Repairs 
Roof Replacements 
Assembly Chambers Ceiling Restoration 
Fire Panel System Upgrades 
Intercom Station Upgrades 
POW Chair of Honor 
State Street Tree Replacements 
Clocks 
COVID-19 Related Facility Enhancements 

6. Executive Residence Updates
Mr. Ted Crawford and Mr. Jason Rittel 

HVAC Commissioning & Thermostat Upgrades 
Vegetable Garden Beds 
Intercom Station Upgrades 
Front Drainage Project 
Formal Garden Railings 
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Bike Rack 

7. State Capitol Items for Approval
Mr. Jason Rittel and Ms. Paula Veltum 

Capitol Tribal Flags Display – Final Placement 
Feminine Hygiene Dispenser Additions 
Governor’s Office Access Control (Bullpen) 
Tourism Selfie Station 
Incidents Restoration Plan 

8. Executive Residence Items for Approval
Mr. Jason Rittel 

Executive Residence Buffet 

9. Other Business
Ms. Paula Veltum 

Restoration Account Updates 

Ms. Charlene Malueg and Ms. Stephanie Weix 
Executive Residence 100th Anniversary Planning 

Senator Risser 
Vel Phillips Statue Letter 

10. Elections
SCERB Secretary, Paula Veltum, will open the floor for SCERB Legislative Chair, 
Legislative Vice Chairperson, and Public Vice Chairperson nominees 

11. Adjournment
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Agenda Item #3 
Previous Meeting Minutes: 

October 28, 2019 
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State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 
Executive Residence 

October 28, 2019 Minutes 

1. Call to Order
The meeting of the State Capitol and Executive Residence Board was called to order by
the Legislative Chairperson, Senator Risser, at 1:00pm at the Executive Residence.

2. Roll Call
SCERB Recording Secretary, Jillian Vessely, called the roll.  A quorum was present.
Senator Risser also introduced the newest member to SCERB, Mr. Christian Overland.
Mr. Overland has taken the place of Mr. Jim Draeger as the Director at the Wisconsin
Historical Society.

Members Present: Senator Risser, Senator Olsen, Representative Loudenbeck,
Representative Born, Ms. Alton, Ms. Brown, Mr. Fernholz, Mr. Kay, Mr. Overland, Ms.
Neitzel, Ms. Reed, Mr. Siggelkow, Ms. Torstveit, and Ms. Veltum.

Members Absent: Senator Roth.

Guests Present: Kara Sailing, Office of Senator Risser; Danielle Zimmerman, Office of
Representative Loudenbeck; Charlene Malueg, Executive Residence Director; Jason
Rittel, DOA-DFDM; Ted Crawford, DOA-DFDM; Mike Bath, DOA-DFDM; Darrin
Smith, DOA-DFDM; Linda Anderson, Department of Tourism.

3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (February 11, 2019)

Motion #1: Mr. Kay moved to approve the minutes from February 11, 2019.  Seconded
by Senator Risser.

Motion #1 was approved by unanimous voice vote.
(Members Absent for Vote: Senator Olsen, Mr. Overland, Ms. Torstveit)

4. Subcommittee Reports
Ms. Alton, Furniture and Finishes Subcommittee Chair, provided a summary and the
subcommittee’s final recommendations for the following items that were reviewed by the
subcommittee in early October.

Executive Residence Grand Staircase Sconces
The subcommittee reviewed Vaughan Paris wall sconces to be placed on both sides of the
second-floor grand staircase mirror.  They are a tad smaller in size compared to the
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existing sconces but look great with the mirror.  The subcommittee approved the 
installation of these sconces in the same location as the existing sconces. 

Motion #2: Ms. Alton moved to approve the new location of the Vaughan Paris wall 
sconces as proposed and presented in the SCERB packet.  Seconded by Representative 
Loudenbeck. 

Motion #2 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
(Members Absent for Vote: Senator Olsen, Ms. Torstveit) 

Executive Residence Reception Room Exterior Doors 
There are two porch doors that lead into the Reception Room that are currently solid 
panels.  It has been proposed that the six panels on each door be replaced with glass 
panels (Thermopane Tempered “E” glass) to allow more natural light into the room.  The 
doors would be removed (one at a time), worked on and returned within one days’ time.  
Existing hardware and paint finishing will remain the same.  Similar to the exterior 
windows, the same 3M Prestige Sun Control Window Film will be added to these glass 
panels. 

Motion #3: Ms. Alton moved to approve the replacement of the solid wood doors in the 
reception room with the proposed glass panels and window film as presented in the 
SCERB packet.  Seconded by Ms. Reed. 

Motion #3 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
(Members Absent for Vote: Senator Olsen, Ms. Torstveit) 

Executive Residence Women’s Powder Room Rug 
The existing rug in the women’s power room is deteriorating and requires replacement.  
The subcommittee was presented a replacement that was similar in size, color scheme 
and pattern, but low in cost.  There was question over the material and long-term care, 
but due to the economic value of it, the subcommittee recommends approval. 

Motion #4: Ms. Alton moved to approve the replacement of the women’s Powder Room 
rug as presented in the SCERB packet.  Seconded by Mr. Overland. 

Motion #4 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
(Members Absent for Vote: Senator Olsen) 

Executive Residence Reception Room & Drawing Room Rugs 
In September 2018, SCERB approved a new rug for the reception room that was of cream 
and gold colors.  Due to the lighter colors and high volume of traffic in this area, it has 
been proposed that this rug replace the rug in the Drawing Room that is now in need of 
replacement due to excessive wear and discoloration.  An oriental rug that used to be in 
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the Reception Room would be put back in its place.  The subcommittee approved the 
movement of these rugs and felt the transition would better suit each room’s décor and 
color schemes. 

Motion #5: Ms. Alton moved to approve the relocation of the Reception and Drawing 
Room rugs as presented.  Seconded by Ms. Torstveit. 

Motion #5 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Executive Residence Formal Garden Railings 
To enhance the accessibility and safety of the Formal Garden, it has been proposed that 
four sections of curved railings be added along the steps into the garden.  They will 
match the other existing railings on the property but will be installed in a reversible 
manner should they be desired to be removed in the future.  The subcommittee thought 
this was a great idea as the Residence is visited often and will help the public with safety 
and mobility. 

Motion #6: Ms. Alton moved to approve the railing placement in the Formal Garden.  
Seconded by Mr. Kay. 

Motion #6 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Capitol POW/MIA Memorial Emblems 
The previously approved “Chair of Honor” Memorial has been brought back to add two 
additions to the display – an engraving on the bottom of the marble base to identify the 
groups who funded the memorial (Rolling Thunder and VFW) and the year it was 
dedicated (2020); and two bronze plaques at the top of the memorial to display the 
Rolling Thunder logo and VFW USA Cross of Malta.  Both additions would mimic the 
style, design, colors and features of those displayed on the reverse-side Veterans 
Memorial.  

The subcommittee reviewed both additions and thought the additions of the two plaques 
at the top of the memorial were unnecessary; however, the engraving at the bottom is 
appropriate and falls in similar practice to the Veterans Memorial that also has an 
engraving of the fundraising group and dedication date.  Having both the engraving and 
plaques seems duplicative.  Ms. Neitzel inquired as to whether the groups had any 
pushback regarding these recommendations and Mr. Rittel explained that while the 
groups would ideally like both on the memorial, they are pleased with just the engraving 
and will plan to make the plaques on their own for use in traveling displays. 
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Motion #7: Senator Risser moved to approve the subcommittee’s recommendation to 
make a modification to the design of the memorial and engrave the marble base but not 
add the plaques.  Seconded by Mr. Fernholz. 

Motion #7 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Capitol Assembly Furniture 
The office furniture for the Assembly in the North and West wings of the Capitol are in 
need of replacement.  The furniture in these offices are approximately 25 years old, are 
worn, and in poor condition.  They also do not match the solid quarter-sawn oak office 
furniture that reside in the South and East wings.  The subcommittee reviewed the 
selection process and methodology used to evaluate the proposed furniture designs and 
potential manufacturers.  It was noted that DOA and the Assembly worked together to 
ensure that the furniture elements mirrored the best design elements of existing furniture 
and included specifications from the Restoration.  Photographs of the finished mocked up 
furniture from three companies were provided for review.  The subcommittee reviewed 
the process and recommended approval with the design criteria as it maintains the 
historical integrity of the Capitol. 

Motion #8: Representative Born moved to approve the methodology that was created to 
make selections for future furniture construction.  Seconded by Mr. Overland. 

Motion #8 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Mr. Fernholz, the Garden Master Planning & Capitol Park Subcommittee Chair, provided 
an introduction into the two items his subcommittee reviewed in July. 

Executive Residence Drainage Solutions 
The subcommittee reviewed several options to mitigate the standing water problem 
during rain events at the Executive Residence.  Options included more mechanical 
systems such as pumps, rain gutters and grates; as well as those that were more natural, 
such as various raingardens.  From an economic standpoint, installing pumps and 
hardware would cost several hundred thousand dollars whereas raingardens and natural 
plantings, most of which could be done in-house, would be more economical.  It was the 
subcommittee’s determination after reviewing designs from the A/E and evaluating rain 
mitigation that adding the raingardens was the most economical choice at this time to 
help resolve the issue.  The raingardens will be excavated to reach the fine sand layer and 
will be sized to help infiltrate the average annual rainfall within 48 hours. 

Motion #9: Mr. Fernholz moved to approve the grading and planting plans as provided.  
Seconded by Mr. Kay. 

Motion #9 was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
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Executive Residence Shoreline Restoration 
The Lakeshore restoration continues to move forward via its previous approval; however, 
the subcommittee thought it was best to split the implementation up into two phases.  
Preliminary plans are currently in the works on Phase 1 that includes the types of 
plantings and landscape changes needed at the shoreline.  It is estimated that the plantings 
will be done in the fall of next year.  Possible volunteers will be considered for the 
planting implementation and maintenance.  The subcommittee will continue to update the 
full board on the progress of this project and obtain approval of the finalized phase plans. 

5. State Capitol Updates
Mr. Crawford provided updates on the following projects at the State Capitol.
• Window Repairs - This project will be addressing the failed windowsills.  There are

approximately 480 sills at the Capitol and out of those 63 will need to be replaced and
96 will need filler and caulk repairs.  The rest of the sills will be put on a watch list
for future repairs.  The work to be completed in the Summer 2020.

• Dome Tuckpointing - This project is caulking the joints on the main dome, along with
some minor repair work on the interior trusses.  This project will be bid in January for
summer construction.

• Storm Sewer Repairs - This project is replacing the sewer line from Wisconsin
Avenue to West Washington and repairing a backup water line from the street to the
West Washington entrance.  It will be completed in phases, with bidding in early
January for Spring 2020 construction.

• Roof Replacements – This project is replacing the roof system, repairing
miscellaneous skylight glazing, and minor masonry work.  The project is bidding in
November and the start of construction will be in April 2020 with completion in
October 2020.  Each wing should take approximately 1-1 ½ months to complete.
Each drive will be closed for a portion of the work, which was coordinated with
Capitol Police.

• Assembly Chambers Ceiling Restoration - This project will bid in the middle of
December and construction will start in Spring 2020 and completed before August
2020.

• Tour Orientation Room AV Upgrades – This project is complete.  The planned videos
and WisEye feeds are active.

• Security Camera Upgrades - This project is complete; 62 new cameras were installed
(35 in the interior and 35 exterior with new two new servers).

• Exterior Dome Lighting Upgrade - This project is substantially complete.  There are
40 panels total that were replaced, 10 in each wing.

• Fire Panel Upgrades – This project is going out for bids in early November, with
completion by May 2020.

• Intercom Station Upgrades – This is a small project to upgrade the existing intercom
stations at the entrance doors to the Capitol.  This will take place after the Executive
Residence installation is complete.
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6. Executive Residence Updates
Mr. Crawford provided updates on the following projects at the Executive Residence.
• WiFi & Cell Phone Booster Additions - This project is complete.  Additional hidden

antennas were added to the attic to give the residence full wifi and cell phone
coverage.

• HVAC Commissioning & Thermostat Upgrades - The HVAC system is being
commissioned to improve heating and cooling performance. Asbestos work is
complete on the fittings, and in-house staff is working on circuit setters and plug
valves.  The project is scheduled for completion by early December.

• Raised Garden Beds - The raised garden bed area on the Residence grounds will be
reworked to provide more garden space.

• Intercom Station Upgrades - The front and south gate intercoms will be upgraded to a
new video/audio solution that will eliminate the system delays currently experienced
at the site.  The project is out to bid currently and should be completed by the end of
the year.

7. State Capitol Items for Approval
Capitol Tribal Flags Display
At the previous SCERB meeting, the eleven federally recognized Tribal Flags were
approved to be placed in the first floor Capitol Rotunda.  This was designated as their
temporary location as the board wanted to review their performance in this designated
spot.  During discussion, it was noted that the location in the Rotunda might not be as
ideal as originally thought due to the number of events held in the Rotunda and staff
having to continually move the flags.

The board was presented several other options within the Capitol for placement and
display patterns (with or without spreaders), and it was agreed upon that the next best
option for their placement is in the first floor Round Room.  There are no other statues in
this location and there are options for the flags to either be placed around the perimeter
wall or within the center circle.  The board would like to try the flags in both display
patterns within the Round Room and see which is favorable for the long term and final
placement.  DOA Facilities will plan to report back their findings.

Motion #10:  Senator Olsen moved to approve a temporary relocation of the 11 flags to
the Round Room, with their positioning being tested both against the perimeter wall and
in the center of the room.  Other formations could be tested by DOA to be brought back
to SCERB to determine final location.  Seconded by Representative Loudenbeck.

Motion #10 was approved by unanimous voice vote.

Tourism Selfie Station
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The Department of Administration IDEAS Committee and Department of Tourism 
presented a proposal to approve temporary placement of a single Selfie Stand at select 
locations inside and outside of the Capitol, as well as inside the Executive Residence.  

Tourism recently partnered with the Department of Natural Resources and currently has 
over 50 Selfie Stands throughout Wisconsin’s state parks.  With the half a million visitors 
each year to the State Capitol and Executive Residence, it was thought that this too might 
be a great opportunity for the public to remember their visits to each location.  The Selfie 
Stands are mobile, weighted, wood-based stands that have a two-sided plaque display.  
One side provides information and instructions while the other side has the stand for 
cellular phones. 

The board discussed this item at length and agreed that while it might be a great concept, 
the look of the signs do not at all match the high standard finishes of the Capitol or 
Executive Residence.  Mr. Rittel explained that DOA could make a replica selfie stand 
and finish it with the same stain as the other wood within the Capitol.  Another option 
would be to make the replica out of metal with a faux marble paint finish. 

Motion #11: Ms. Torstveit moved to approve a 30-day trial of the Selfie Stand at the 
State Capitol in December, to overlap with the Holiday Tree display, with flexible 
placement on the first floor of the Rotunda.  The stand should also be upgraded in design 
to match the same wood finishes in the Capitol.  The board would like this item to be 
brought back for review at the next meeting.  Seconded by Luther Olson. 

Motion #11 was approved by majority voice vote. 

Votes against motion: Representative Born and Ms. Neitzel. 

8. Other Business
There was no other business discussed at this meeting.

9. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 2:30pm.
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Agenda Item #4 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Furniture and Finishes Subcommittee: 

  Nominee for Subcommittee Chair 
 

Garden Master Planning & Capitol Park: 
  No report. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN  
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Agenda Item #5 
State Capitol Updates 

Window Repairs 
Dome Tuckpointing 
Storm Sewer Repairs 
Roof Replacements 
Assembly Chambers Ceiling Restoration 
Fire Panel System Upgrades 
Intercom Station Upgrades 
POW Chair of Honor 
State Street Tree Replacements 
Clocks 
COVID-19 Related Facility Enhancements 

 
Agenda #6 
Executive Residence Updates 

HVAC Commissioning & Thermostat Upgrades 
 Vegetable Garden Beds 
 Intercom Station Upgrades 
 Front Drainage Project 
 Formal Garden Railings 
 Bike Rack 
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Feminine Hygiene Dispenser Additions 
Governor’s Office Access Control (Bullpen) 
Tourism Selfie Station 
Incidents Restoration Plan 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN  

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

 

State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 

Tribal Flags Permanent Display 
 
The various Tribes of Wisconsin have requested that their nation’s flags be permanently displayed in 
the State Capitol.  The Department of Administration, Secretary has expressed support for this 
display.  In February 2019 temporary approval was granted by SCERB to sample various flag 
placement in different areas of the State Capitol. Citizens and legislators have all shared their 
feedback with DOA on the various sites. The request is for flags to be permanently displayed in the 
1st Floor East Wing hallway leading to the Governor’s Office for the eleven federally recognized 
Tribes in the State of Wisconsin as each nation has their own flag. 
 

Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Forest County Potawatomi 
Ho-Chunk Nation 
Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
Oneida Nation of Wisconsin 
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
St. Croix Band of Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin 
Sokaogon Chippewa Community 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians 
 

Recommendation: 
Display all eleven federally recognized tribal flags in the 1st Floor East Wing hallway leading to the 
Governor’s Office following US Flag Protocol. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN  

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
 

State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 

Feminine Hygiene Dispensers 
 

In September 2019, DOA undertook a project to implement feminine hygiene dispensers in DOA-
owned buildings in publicly accessible restrooms. At the State Capitol the only publicly accessible 
female restrooms which had feminine hygiene dispensers previously installed were: 

• B28W 
• B15SE 
• 223S 
• 23W 

Since those restrooms had feminine hygiene dispensers installed, many tenants within the building 
and members of the public have requested for feminine hygiene dispensers to be installed in all 
publicly accessible restrooms. To do so would require the installation of dispensers in 15 exisiting 
publicly accessible female restrooms. Installation in 5 of the restrooms could be completed on the 
plaster wall. Installation in 10 of the restrooms could be completed only on a marble surface, however 
can be completed without drilling holes. Using 3M Command Strips, DOA can successfully install the 
feminine hygiene dispensers in all 15 remaining publicly accessible female restrooms without drilling 
holes. All installations will conform with ADA mounting requirements. Examples of placement location 
on plaster and marble walls can be seen in the following pictures. 

 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Install feminine hygiene dispensers in the 15 remaining publicly accessible female restrooms of the 
State Capitol without drilling holes in the marble walls. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN  

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

 

State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 

Governor’s Office Access Control (Bullpen) 
 
Wisconsin State Capitol Police recommends the installation of an access control ID badge swipe at 
door 122E, entrance to the Governor’s Bullpen. This door is a split door and already has an electronic 
strike installed. The addition of a slim/low profile card reader in the trim would allow the door latch to 
remain locked and authorized staff to enter after a successful card read. This increases safety and 
visitor management within the Governor’s Bullpen. This installation would be reversable if desired in 
the future. The hinges on this door would be replaced with identical-looking spring hinges to ensure 
the door closes/latches after users have passed through the doorway.  
 

 

Recommendation: 
Install access control low profile swipe pad on the exterior of the trim at door 122E. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 

Tourism Selfie Station 

The Tourism Selfie Station was approved for use during the display of the State Capitol Christmas 
tree in 2019.  The station was placed in storage after the holiday season. 

Recommendation: 
Reinstall the Tourism Selfie Station for the 2020 and beyond displays of the State Capitol Christmas 
tree as it was widely used for this purpose. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 

Capitol Incidents Restoration Plan (May-July 2020) 
The below report describes the restoration efforts taken throughout the months of May-July 2020 to address 
property damage. The total costs for restoration efforts are still being compiled and will be made available at a 
later time.  

Defacement of property: 
Beginning May 29, property began to be defaced on the Capitol grounds with spray painted messages on the 
concrete and granite hardscaping - the first area being the South Hamilton sidewalk. Activities then escalated 
through June with substantial, recurring defacement found at the State Street entrance and sidewalk areas 
(figures 1-2).  The bulk of these activities as it relates to the Capitol building and grounds focus on the State 
Street entrance with isolated examples on South Hamilton, North Hamilton, and the King Street locations.  
Vandals predominantly utilized spray paints, as well as large amounts of spray chalk, marker, eggs, and latex 
paint.  Incidental damage was also caused by melted wax from candles and grease residue from grilling food 
on the site.  Surfaces that needed restoring are a mix of concrete, granite, wood, and metal. Photos of defaced 
property are available in the appendix.  

Restoration of defaced and damaged property: 
Restoration efforts were a coordinated response between DOA facilities staff and restoration contractors and 
were completed quickly to remove mediums so that further damage could be avoided.  The DOA Facilities 
team has had success with removing 90-99% of graffiti from most surfaces, but this is highly dependent on the 
finish and porosity of affected surfaces.  Below is a breakdown of each of the methods taken for different 
surfaces and the efficacy of the graffiti removal. 

Process 
Efficacy/ 
Removal 
Rate 

Granite Concrete  Concrete/Cherry 
Grit  Wood  Metal/Bronze 

Pressure 
Washer 

70%/Very 
Slow 70%/Very Slow 70%/Very Slow N/A N/A/Acceptable 

Pressure 
Washer / 
Hot Water 

90%/Slow 90%/Slow 90%/Slow N/A N/A/ Acceptable 

Pressure 
Washer / 
Hot Water / 
Cleaner 

95%/Slow 99%/Acceptable 99%/Acceptable N/A N/A 

Pressure 
Washer / 
Silica 

99%/Fast 99%/Fast 99%/Fast N/A N/A 
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Abrasive 
Blasting 
(Soft Media) 

80%/Very 
Slow 80%/Very Slow 80%/Very Slow N/A N/A 

Laser 99%/Very 
Slow 99%/Slow N/A N/A N/A 

Solvent / 
Poultice 

95%/Very 
Slow N/A N/A N/A 99%/Acceptable 

Cleaner 80%/Slow 80%/Slow 80%/Slow 90%/Acceptable 90%/Acceptable 

Looking ahead: 
As a preventative measure, DOA is researching products that provide a protective barrier against graffiti.  An 
environmental test is underway using a silicone-based product on a sample of Bethel White granite.  A listing 
of coatings with pros and cons is included below.   

Permanent Coatings 
Product Base Pros Cons 

Silicone 

Lasts up to 5 years between 
applications 

Special cleaners may be required 
when removing graffiti 

Allows the masonry to breathe May trap stains (emerging rust) 
Prevents or limits bond strength 
most forms of graffiti (paint, chalk) 

A proprietary product is needed to 
fully remove the treatment 

Does not discolor the masonry 

Polyurethane 

Lasts up to 10 years May trap moisture in masonry 
Physically seals surfaces Can alter appearance of the surfaces 
Very durable Removal is difficult 

May trap stains (emerging rust) 

Sacrificial Coatings 

Wax 

Graffiti can be removed with warm 
water and a scrub brush 

Easily removed from surface – 
unintentionally – high maintenance 

Coating can be stripped with just 
hot water May pick up dirt and discoloration 

Considered to be the least risky 
with delicate or valuable materials. 

Reapplication needed after any 
graffiti removal 

Miscellaneous required repairs: 
The items below were also part of damages that occurred on June 23rd. 

• Two door handles and door repairs (South Hamilton entrance)
• Two flower urns (others were removed proactively and will be reset in the spring)
• Twelve large windows between ground and first floors throughout the Capitol (over 50 small panes)
• Several exterior light fixtures
• One surveillance camera
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Capitol Statuary 
The Hans Christian Heg and Forward Statues were vandalized on June 23rd.  DOA’s Division of Facilities 
Development & Management is working with the Bureau of State Risk Management to engage the insurance 
provider who provides the Capitol’s Fine Arts Coverage. Due to the unique nature of both pieces, our Fine Arts 
Insurance coverage provider and the State Historical Society are in the process of selecting an appropriate 
conservator to ensure the statues are properly repaired and that the selected conservator meets the 
requirements to provide these services.  Conservators selected to provide proposals have conservation and 
restoration of outdoor bronze artworks (statues) that are exhibited or permanently installed outside.  As part 
of this process, conservators that have experience with both the Hans Christian Heg and Forward statues have 
been contacted.   

Early conversations with conservators have indicated that repairs could be completed as early as spring of 
2021 and reinstalled on the existing bases at the State Capitol.  This timeline is dependent upon selection of a 
conservator, which is expected within the next month. 

Before the statues were removed, red latex paint that was poured over the bronze statue “Forward” was 
eliminated through an overpainting process and followed with a solvent cleaning in isolated areas.  Fresh latex 
paint was applied to the red paint and allowed to partially dry.  This thicker, flexible coating was then peeled 
away from the bronze, taking most of the red paint with it.  Remaining gold spray paint was wiped away with 
an appropriate solvent.  Previous treatments with a protective wax coating have done a good job of 
preventing the graffiti removal from altering the patina.   

Photos of the damage are in the appendix. 

Hans Christian Heg (bronze cast) 
Dimensions: H 9’6” W 4’0” D 4’0” Weight: 1.5 tons approx. Date: 1925 
Artist: Paul Fjelde 

This original statue consists of approximately 12 separately cast sections attached with Roman joints.  
The major sections include the torso, the head, two arms (joined to torso about 10” below top of 
shoulders), two legs (joined to torso above knee and boots), lower portion of rear coat, and the base.  
The base is bent, but still attached to the base slab at the State Capitol.  The right boot is missing the 
spur due to being dragged, and the head remains at large.   

Forward (bronze cast) 
Approx. Dimensions: H 7’9” W 3’0” D 3’6” Weight: <1 ton approx. Date: 1996 
Artist: Jean P. Miner 

This replica statue consists of 5 cast sections welded together with bronze rods.  Silicon bronze alloy.  
The finger has not been recovered nor the (4) threaded decorative nuts for the base.  The original 
statue is also at another facility for necessary castings. 
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Appendix 

State Street sidewalk defacement: 

Pressure Washer / Silica Restoration: 

A&J Restoration – Walnut Hull/Baking Soda/CO2 (Dry 
Ice): 
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Law Enforcement Memorial Restoration 
Pressure Washer / Silica Followed by ServPro / Graffiti Remover 

Statue Damage: Hans Christian Heg
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Statue Damage: Forward 
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State Capitol and Executive Residence Board 

Executive Residence Buffet 
Several years ago, when UW staff were clearing furniture out of the Knapp House (the original WI 
Gov Mansion), the buffet in the below photos surfaced. Thru archival photos, we have been able to 
confirm that the buffet was in the residence during the period between 1883 and 1950, when 18 
governors and their families lived in the house.  The photographs below were taken at a tea party 
hosted by Gov. Walter S. Goodland’s wife, Marge, in 1944.  The buffet, with a mirror back piece, has 
been beautifully restored and this is to request approval to proceed with returning this piece to the 
current Executive Residence in Maple Bluff (since 1949).  If approved, the piece would be placed in 
the Drawing Room until a final location is determined. 

   
WHI 49069, 1947           WHI 40273, 1944 tea party at Governor’s Mansion 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the original Executive Residence buffet to be returned to the Executive Residence in Maple 
Bluff. 
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Buffet Dimensions: 

Floor to marble top is 37” 
Mirror piece that sits on marble is 66 tall” 
Total height from floor to top of mirror is 103” 
Width at widest point is 61” 
Depth at deepest point is 22” 
Marble top piece is 20” deep and 59” wide 
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Proposed Temporary Location in Executive Residence: 

Wall Dimensions: 
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Wisconsin Executive Residence Buffet – Restored in 2017 

     

Full piece prior to restoration in 2017 (at Knapp House) White marble topped base after restoration (in 
Bascom Hall) 
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White marble topped base after restoration (in Bascom Hall) 

A 1981 UW-Madison Insurance report appraisal (well prior to restoration) valued the piece at $8,000. This is 
the only piece that archival research was able to be linked to the Executive Residence period with photo 
evidence from WHS. 

       

Mirror top details after restoration (in Bascom Hall) 
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Agenda Item #9 
Other Business 

Restoration Account Updates 

Executive Residence 100th Anniversary Planning 

Vel Phillips Statue Letter 
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Agenda Item #10 
Elections 
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