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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I appreciate the opportunity to take a few moments of your time today to talk about your membership in the National Conference of State Legislatures. As a legislator or legislative staff member, you automatically are entitled to the benefits NCSL has to offer. 

(Personal introduction).


D]Together, we're the Forum
for America’s ldeas

We believe strong states make ‘
a strong nation. “

- The National Conference of State

Legislatures serves state legislators and
legislative staff

- We are a bi-partisan organization led by a bi-
partisan executive committee with a balance of
Republicans and Democrats

- All the states belong to NCSL

- We have a staff of 165 employees in Denver and
DC offices to help you



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At NCSL, we believe that strong legislatures help make strong states, and in turn, strong states make a strong nation. State legislatures are the forum for America's ideas, and NCSL strives to expedite the movement of those ideas in four primary ways: 



NCSL can help you advance your ideas.

NCSL brings you the latest public policy ideas.

NCSL works to promote the exchange of ideas.

And NCSL takes your ideas to Capitol Hill.






D]Together, we're the Forum
for America’s ldeas

What do we do for you?

J We provide information and advice
on all the subjects facing state legislatures
- We help you improve your legislative skills

- We connect you with key legislators and
policy Initiatives In other states


Presenter
Presentation Notes
At NCSL, we believe that strong legislatures help make strong states, and in turn, strong states make a strong nation. State legislatures are the forum for America's ideas, and NCSL strives to expedite the movement of those ideas in four primary ways: 



NCSL can help you advance your ideas.

NCSL brings you the latest public policy ideas.

NCSL works to promote the exchange of ideas.

And NCSL takes your ideas to Capitol Hill.






D]Together, we're the Forum
for America’s ldeas

What do we do for you?

- We help you advance your ideas

- We bring you the latest ideas

- We promote the exchange of ideas
- We take your ideas to Capitol hill



Presenter
Presentation Notes
At NCSL, we believe that strong legislatures help make strong states, and in turn, strong states make a strong nation. State legislatures are the forum for America's ideas, and NCSL strives to expedite the movement of those ideas in four primary ways: 



NCSL can help you advance your ideas.

NCSL brings you the latest public policy ideas.

NCSL works to promote the exchange of ideas.

And NCSL takes your ideas to Capitol Hill.






Why Did You Run for Office?

NCSL can help you with your top priorities

- What Is your top legislative issue?

- Would it help you to gain a 50-state
perspective on that issue?

- Would it help to talk with an expert on that
subject whose sole goal is to help you
understand the issue and connect with key
counterparts in other states?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Conference of State Legislatures is YOUR organization. NCSL is your forum for advancing ideas in your home state, across other states and on Capitol Hill. It is your forum for promoting information sharing, one-on-one and collectively. NCSL provides you with the knowledge and resources to put America's ideas to work.

Contact us, come to our meetings, participate in our committees and take part in our major events that are listed on the screen. Take advantage of our professional development opportunities and enjoy your membership in NCSL.




What's hot?

NCSL can help you with hot topics

- State budget gaps
- Revising state pensions
- Business development/job creation

- Implementing federal health care
requirements

- Redistricting/reapportionment
- Student achievement
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Advancing ldeas

- Information Requests: 20,000 a year

1 Research: issues from automobiles
to zoning

- Personal Contacts:
--Bruce Feustel - Denver Office

303-856-1399, bruce.feustel@ncsl.org
-- Megan Foreman- Denver Office

303-856-1401, megan.foreman@ncsl.org


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The issues legislatures confront are increasingly complex. When you need information about an issue or need to learn what other states are doing, give us a call. NCSL provides thorough, comprehensive and fast information. We have the country's most knowledgeable staff on issues facing legislators. And, we have some experience. We answer more than 25,000 questions annually, on all issues A to Z.



You also get personal contact at NCSL. You can call our Denver or Washington, D.C. office, or call your state assignment staff directly at _Amy Winterfeld in Denver at 303-856-1544 or Gerri Madrid-Davis at 202-624-8670 or email at amy.winterfeld@ncsl.org or gerri.madrid@ncsl.org.




=
Your Personal Contacts

- Much information iIs on the web site at
www.ncsl.org

- Call or email Megan or Bruce to cut| ,
through any confusion

- Qur background

— Bruce with Legislative Management
ISsues

— Megan with Health issues
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Bringing You the Latest ldeas

- Publications

— State Legislatures magazine,
LegisBriefs, newsletters, books

- Web site:
— Access to all NCSL services at
www.ncsl.org

- Technical assistance
— Individual state solutions



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a member of NCSL, you get free access to our State Legislatures magazine, newsletters, books and other popular publications, such as LegisBriefs -- concise overviews of important state issues. State Legislatures is the magazine of state policy and politics. Legislators, staff, lobbyists and members of the public who read it are the first to know about state actions and innovations in public policy. 



When you need access to 50-state research, state statutes, in-depth analysis of critical issues, log on to www.ncsl.org, our award winning Web site. It's "Where Policy Clicks" for thousands of legislators and staff each year. You can join listservs and discussion groups, search tens of thousands of documents, receive personalized information on your issues, access NCSL books and newsletters and look-up your colleagues in the 50 states.



Our state-specific consulting services on policy issues go beyond testifying. We organize in-state workshops, and convene legislative-executive teams. We respond to your suggestions about how information and services should be provided. NCSL staff is prepared to work with you on and possibly come to your state Capitol to work with legislators and staff on major issues, or issues related to the organization, procedures and management of a legislature. 
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Promoting the Exchange of ldeas

- NCSL Annual Meeting

- Fall and Spring Forums

- Issue-based seminars

- Leaders’ training and conferences
- Staff professional development seminars
- Web-assisted teleconferences

- Media and communications training

- America’s Legislators Back to School Program



Presenter
Presentation Notes
NCSL promotes the exchange of ideas between legislatures and legislators across America using several different vehicles. We bring the nation's leading policy experts to speak on the most critical issues and give you a chance to delve into policy at more than 20 different meetings we h old each year. The meeting calendar culminates each year at NCSL's Annual Meeting. 



We have a committee structure which allows you to participate in discussions that sets NCSL's federal lobbying priorities. We hold issue-based seminars on education, health, fiscal and other issues each year. We provide a toolkit for legislators with tools and tips that help you communicate with the public. We hold web-assisted teleconferences, provide media training and hold special training and meetings for legislative leaders. And, we promote representative democracy with America's Legislators Back to School Week, where state legislators go into America's classrooms and inspire students to become more active and involved.




Taking ldeas to Capitol Hill

- Standing Committees

- NCSL: “A tormidable lobbying force
iIn Washington, D.C."—National
Journal

 Promoting state policy flexibility
 Battling unfunded mandates

e Opposing federal intrusion on state
authority
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Presentation Notes
When you want to influence Congress on the federal issues that affect states, ask your chamber's leader to appoint you to one of NCSL's 15 Standing Committees. These issue-driven committees meet at least three times each year to discuss state and federal issues, share ideas and guide NCSL's lobbying efforts in Washington, D.C. Both legislators and staff serve on these committees.

 

It has never been more important for the states to have aggressive and responsible representation in our nation's capitol. From congressional hearing rooms to the Oval Office, NCSL is recognized as the states' most effective advocate.



Our measure is success. We are constantly working to increase state flexibility in implementing federal policies, opposing unfunded mandates on the states and protecting the policy authority of the states.
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How You Can Be Involved

You are a member of NCSL!

- Standard first steps:
— Check the web site & click on register
— Listen to our effective legislator CDs
— Figure out the topics you want to know
more about

Contact us
--Bruce Feustel - Denver Office

303-856-1399, bruce.feustel@ncsl.org
-- Megan Foreman- Denver Office

303-856-1401, megan.foreman@ncsl.org


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The National Conference of State Legislatures is YOUR organization. NCSL is your forum for advancing ideas in your home state, across other states and on Capitol Hill. It is your forum for promoting information sharing, one-on-one and collectively. NCSL provides you with the knowledge and resources to put America's ideas to work.

Contact us, come to our meetings, participate in our committees and take part in our major events that are listed on the screen. Take advantage of our professional development opportunities and enjoy your membership in NCSL.
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