2010-11 Wisconsin Fund Awards

As you know, the Wisconsin Fund is a program that provides grants to homeowners and small
commercial businesses to help offset a portion of the cost for the repair, rehabilitation, or
replacement of existing failing Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (POWTS).
Eligibility is based upon several criteria, including household income and age of the structure.
County government officials assist interested individuals in determining eligibility and in
preparation of grant applications. Statutes limit the state grant share to $7,000, or 60% of the
total replacement cost, whichever is less.

If approved applications exceed available funding, Commerce is required to prioritize funds to
counties based on potential environmental harm associated with different types of private sewage
system failures. The Department pays the higher risk category one grants (discharge to waters) in
full before the lower risk category two grants (discharge to dry surface) are eligible for any
funding. If the number of approved applications in either category exceeds the available funding,
the grants are prorated. Grants awarded in 2009-10 and 2010-11 are summarized in the table
below.

Table 1: Distribution of Grant Applications and Awards

Eligible Application Prorated Grant as
Applicants ~ Amount Grant Percent of
Amount Application
2009-2010 Award
Category 1 645 $3,167,334 $2,736,825 100%
- Category 2 16 52.150 48.952 100
Total 661 $3,219,484 $2,785,777 NA
2010-2011 Award
Category 1 814 $3,709,412 $2,877,949 86%
Category 2 _30 86.875 0
Total 844 $3,796,287 $2,877,949 NA

In 2010-11, the average grant award for the 814 category one awards was $3,536. The
distribution of grants in 2010-11 by final grant amount (after proration) is shown in Table 2,
below.

Table 2: Distribution of Grants by Grant Amount —2010-11

Amount Number
Of Grant Of Grants Amount Average
$1-1,000 18 $11,501 $639
1,001-2,000 88 143,210 1,627
2,001-3,000 265 671,911 2,536
3,001-4,000 180 646,545 3,592
4,001-5,000 . 36 164,055 4,557
5,001-6,000 219 1,192,567 5,446
6,001-7,000 _8 48,160 6.020
Total . 814 $2,877,949 $3,536
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*** 24 counties have reported that their maintenance reporting program is complete and operational.

**** 47 counties indicate they are currently sending out maintenance notices to pre-Wl Fund system owners.
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