
Summary of Bill:


Under current law, any employer engaged in the construction of roads, bridges, highways, sewers, water mains, utilities, public buildings, factories, housing, or similar construction projects who misclassifies an employee as a nonemployee willfully and with intent to evade any requirement of the laws relating to income tax withholding, worker’s compensation, unemployment insurance, or employment discrimination is subject to a $25,000 fine for each violation. 





Assembly Bill 929 applies that fine to any person engaged in the painting or drywall finishing of buildings or other structures who willfully and with intent to evade any of those laws misclassifies an employee as a nonemployee.





Fiscal Effect:


No Fiscal Estimate was available at this time, although one is required.





Supporters Message:


The bill aims at eliminating the worst violations in the trades of drywall finishing and painting, bringing these areas in line with other already-regulated areas of the construction industry.


Misclassification of workers by bad actors undercuts competitiveness and is not fair to law-abiding contractors and businesses.


If the problem is not addressed, Wisconsin may become a magnet for contractors seeking to evade recently-enacted laws in neighboring states.





Opponents Message:


None.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Mark Pocan (author); Sen. Fred Risser (co-author); Associated General Contractors of Greater Milwaukee; Associated General Contractors of WI; WI Laborers District Council; WI AFL-CIO.





Key Opponents:


No one registered or testified in opposition to this bill.





Committee Vote:


On April 13, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Labor recommended passage of AB 929 on a vote of 8-0-1 [Rep. Nass absent].





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Jason Vick; Office of Rep. Mark Honadel (6-0610)
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