
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill 903 would require the Department of Commerce to promulgate rules establishing safety standards for anchoring movable soccer goals.  





Under this bill, no one would be able to construct a removable soccer goal unless they follow these new standards.  Failure to follow these standards could lead to a fine of not more than $500.





Fiscal Effect:





No fiscal estimate was required of AB 903.





Supporters Message:


Without proper anchoring, removable soccer goals can be very dangerous due to increased risks of it falling over.  Large wind gusts or children pulling on the goal have been shown to cause it to fall over. 


Since 1979, there have been 35 reported deaths and 53 injuries due to a removable soccer goal falling upon an individual.  These injuries and deaths could have been stopped due to properly anchoring these goals.  


Over 50,000 children play soccer in Wisconsin, with many of them playing on fields with improperly weighted soccer goals.  For a small cost, we can eliminate any risks of these goals falling over and seriously injuring a child. 





Opponents Message:


The cost of the anchors used to weigh down the goal could range from $15 to $25, with some options being even more costly.  Many municipalities around the state own these soccer goals through their Parks and Recreation Department and would have to find the resources to pay for these weights.  This could be seen as an unfunded mandate.   





Key Supporters:


Representative Roys (Author), Cooperative Network Association





Key Opponents:


No one testified against AB 903





Committee Vote:


On April 13, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Consumer Protection recommended passage of AB 903 on a vote of 7-2. [Kleefish and Pope-Roberts voted no]


 


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jason Rostan; Office of Rep. Thomas Lothian (6-1190)
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