
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 656 – Under current law, a city, village, town, or county, and the UW System Board of Regents cannot enact an ordinance or adopt a resolution that prohibits the resale of any ticket to an entertainment or sporting event if the resale price is equal to or less than the ticket’s face value.  This bill authorizes the UW, a local government, a professional baseball or football district, or the Bradley Center to prohibit the resale of tickets on the entity’s premises that is outside a specially created ticket resale zone created by them.





Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 allows the UW System Board of Regents, a professional baseball or football district, the Bradley Center, or Milwaukee World Festival, which operates the Summerfest grounds, to create a ticket resale zone that would be the only area on its premises where a ticket may be resold.  It allows a local government to prohibit the reselling of tickets for an amount that is equal to or less than the ticket’s face value within 250 feet of any property on which a resale zone is created and prohibit the reselling of tickets for an amount that is equal to or less than the ticket’s face value to a NCAA tournament event within 250 feet of the Bradley Center.  It sets the penalty for a first offense at $10 and a maximum of $500 and court costs for any subsequent offense.





Assembly Substitute Amendment 2 removes the UW from being able to create ticket resale zones.  ASA2 was offered after the vote in committee and was never considered by the committee.





Fiscal Effect:


The fiscal estimate for AB 656 is listed as indeterminate.





Supporters Message:


According the Milwaukee Brewers they are just trying to “improve the experience of those attending games at Miller Park.”  They are concerned that there have been cases of people being sold old or invalid tickets to games (which is already against the law).  They are also concerned about the aggressiveness of some ticket resellers.





Opponents Message:


People should be allowed to resell their tickets to entertainment and sporting events if they choose.  This is not scalping (selling for over face value); it is simply selling extra tickets you already purchased to someone else.


It appears to be a special carve out for a few organizations in Milwaukee that would be able to make more money if they could prohibit people from selling extra tickets already purchased to others on game day.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Josh Zepnick; Senator Jim Sullivan; Senator Jeff Plale; Milwaukee Brewers; Milwaukee Police Assoc.





Key Opponents:


No organization or individual registered against the bill in committee.





Committee Vote:


On February 17, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Tourism, Recreation & State Properties recommended adoption of ASA 1 on a vote of 8-0, and passage of AB 656 on a vote of 7-1 [Kaufert voting no].





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Adam Field; Office of Rep. Dean Kaufert (6-5719)
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