
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill 548 – Current law allows a person who has hit a deer while operating a motor vehicle on the highway to take possession of the carcass for their own personal use.  The person who hit the deer and wants to keep the carcass must report it to local law enforcement, and then they are issued a tag at no cost.    





Assembly Bill 548 simply expands current law to allow a person who accidently kills a bear, wild turkey, or other small game animal while operating a motor vehicle to take possession of the carcass for their personal use.   The bill does not allow a driver who accidently kills a protected or endangered species or bobcat, fisher, or otter to keep those carcasses.   





Fiscal Effect:


No fiscal estimate was required for Assembly Bill 548. 





Supporters Message:


Assembly Bill 548 will lessen the work load for wardens who are expected to respond, recover the carcass, and dispose of it.  


This bill simply expands existing law, which is working well for deer that are accidently killed by cars. 


Many drivers who strike an animal often want to claim the carcass, and this bill will allow them to do so legally.  


This bill will help keep our highways cleaner by allowing people to claim the carcass.  





Opponents Message:


No one registered or testified in opposition to Assembly Bill 548. 





Key Supporters:


Representative Ann Hraychuck (author), Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association, Milwaukee Police Association, Safari Club International, Wisconsin Chapters.   





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 548, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On January 20, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Fish and Wildlife recommended passage of AB 548 on a vote of 10-0. 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Michael Bruhn; Office of Rep. Scott Gunderson (6-3363)
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