
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill 411 – AB 411 gives judges the discretion to require a person convicted of video voyeurism to register as a sex offender if the court finds that the offense was sexually motivated and is in the best interest of public safety.  Also at the discretion of the judge, offenders who were under age 21 at the time of the offense could have their names removed from the registry upon the successful completion of their sentence.





Page 5 Line 11 has a technical error that will be corrected by LRB, therefore an amendment is not needed. Instead of “sentence of probation” it should read “sentence or probation”.  





Fiscal Effect:


Prosecutors - There would be a small fiscal impact, but they cannot quantify how significant it would be due to lack of data.





State Public Defenders - There would be a minimal increase to counties for appointing counsel to defend against violations of requirements of the sex offender registry, as well as potential increased costs for incarceration of defendants both pending trial and after sentencing. ��Corrections – They cannot predict how many individuals will be required to register as a sex offender, but they assume that any increased registration workload can be absorbed by existing staff. 





Department of Justice – They do not anticipate a fiscal impact from this bill. 





Supporters Message:





Judges already have the discretion to require “peeping toms” to register as a sex offender if the offense was sexually motivated, and this approach has worked successfully. AB 411 merely extends this discretionary power to cases of video voyeurism. 





The underlying behavior of some video voyeurs is consistent with the behavior of other sex offenders, so discretion should be given to the judge to order sex offender registration when appropriate.  





Extending the discretionary power to cases of video voyeurism makes sense because victims feel that they have suffered an assault on their privacy, autonomy, and dignity. 





Opponents Message:


None were raised.  





Key Supporters:


Rep. Zigmunt; Sen. Plale; Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault.





Key Opponents:


None. 





Committee Vote:


On October 20, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Corrections and the Courts recommended passage of AB 411 on a vote of 10-0-1-1 (Rep. Gundrum was absent; Rep. Kessler recused himself due to unanswered questions he had regarding the bill). [Van Roy, Kestell, Lemahieu, and Brooks voted Aye.]�


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Tanya Hein; Office of Rep. Karl Van Roy (6-0617)
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