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Summary of Bill (� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/AB184-AA1.pdf" ��as amended�):





Assembly Bill 316  - recodifies Chapter 166, Wis. Stats. and renumbers the current chapter to create Chapter 323, Wis. Stats. It is a complete overhaul of the Emergency Management Chapter of the Statutes, and was truly a modernization and update for current procedures.





Some highlights of the contents of the new Chapter 323:





	•Liability and licensure of emergency volunteers.


•State disaster assistance program changes.


•Three provisions relating to agricultural emergencies.


•Computation of school days when school is closed because of emergencies.


•Variances for statutory and rule requirements governing hospitals during emergencies.


•Public works mutual assistance.


•Emergencies relating to computer or telecommunications systems.





Assembly Amendment 1 – in addition to making a technical correction in the bill, makes the following changes: modifies statutes relating to computation of school days, to account for days on which school is closed by order of the Department of Health Services (DHS), and days on which school is closed by order of a school district administrator because of a threat to health or safety.  Assembly Amendment 1 requires the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to promulgate rules establishing criteria for waiving the requirement to schedule at least the number of hours of direct pupil instruction specified by statute if school is closed by order of the local health officer or DHS, or is closed by order of the school district administrator because of a threat to health or safety.  Current law provides state indemnification to health care providers and others who volunteer during an emergency or at a mass clinic.  Under current law, a veterinarian is included within the definition of “health care provider.”  Assembly Bill 316 creates a separate category of “veterinary provider,” which includes both veterinarians and veterinary technicians.  Assembly Amendment 1 restores veterinarians under the category of “health care provider,” and adds veterinary technicians to that category.  [AA1 to AB316 adopted 7-0]





Fiscal Effect:





Because of the wide scope of Assembly Bill 316, fiscal estimates were prepared by several state agencies.  DATCP - increased state costs, but may be able to absorb within agency’s budget ($4,500), DHS – No State Fiscal Effect, DMA – No State Fiscal Effect, DNR – No State Fiscal Effect, DOA – Indeterminate, DOJ – Indeterminate, DRL – No State Fiscal Effect, and DPI – No State Fiscal Effect.





Supporters Message:





Reorganizes the Emergency Management Chapter, so that it is located near the Military Affairs Chapter which also was recently recodified.


Modernizes the statutes and removes archaic language.


Most of the changes are technical in nature, as with any recodification, significant portions of the chapter remain unchanged.


The changes included however represent important improvements to the states system of emergency response.





Opponents Arguments:





During the Legislative Council Committee process and in the Standing Committee, every group that had a concern was addressed, and this bill has had unanimous support.
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Key Supporters:





Representative Joan Ballweg (vice-Chair); Senator Bob Jauch (Chair); Legislative Council Special Committee on Emergency Management & Continuity of Government.





Key Opponents:





No individual or organization testified or registered against AB 316 in committee, and nobody registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.





Committee Vote:





On July 16, 2009, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security recommended passage of AB 316 as amended on a vote of 7-0 (Black Absent).





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Vince Williams; Office of Rep. Joan Ballweg (6-8077)
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