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Summary of Bill (� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/AB184-AA1.pdf" ��as introduced & as amended�):





Assembly Bill (AB) 250 regulates people or organizations who sell dogs, who operate a shelter, or who operate an animal control facility to be licensed and inspected by the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection.





Assembly Substitute Amendment (ASA) 1– The substitute amendment provides that anyone selling 25 or more dogs per year must register for a license from DATCP. Should someone sell more than 25 dogs from a total of three or fewer litters, a license WILL NOT be required. Under ASA 1, DATCP must inspect the facility before a license can be granted and every two years thereafter. During initial implementation of the program, temporary licenses will be issued BEFORE inspections can take place to ensure current people and places selling dogs can continue to do so during the almost certain logjam of initial inspections.





The licensing fees are tiered based on the number of dogs sold in a year, ranging from $250 for 25-49 dogs sold in a year, up to $1,000 for those selling over 250 dogs in a year. The ASA also allows DATCP to promulgate rules increasing these amounts in the event the current fees do not adequately cover the cost of the program. In addition, any out-of-state dealer who wishes to sell dogs in Wisconsin will be charged a license fee of 150% of the corresponding level based on number of dogs sold in a year. Out of state dealers will not be required to undergo an inspection to become licensed.





The bill specifies certain standards of care for dogs kept by licensees. The bill instructs DATCP to promulgate rules setting specific standards of care, but does include statutory guidance as to what issues those rules need to address, such as adequate food and water as well as appropriate enclosures to house the dogs in, among others. The bill directs DATCP to set up a 12 member advisory board to aid DATCP in the rule-making process. This board is required to include representatives from dog breeders, veterinarians, shelter groups, retail pet stores, sporting associations, humane societies, animal control facilities, and dog rescue organizations.





The bill also prohibits the sale of dogs under the age of 7 weeks. The bill also prohibits a licensee to sell a dog without proper health records, including a certificate from a licensed veterinarian stating the dog has been examined and appears to be in satisfactory health to be sold, vaccination records, and proof the dog has tested negative for brucellosis using a DATCP approved test should the licensee wish to sell the dog un-spayed or un-neutered. In addition, any licensee must keep detailed records of any and all dogs that come into their possession; the records are to include information such as the dog’s date of birth, sex, color and markings, micro-chip number (if applicable), and whether or not the dog was born in the licensee’s possession, among other requirements.





Under the bill, should DATCP have information leading them to believe any dog in the possession of a licensee is being mistreated under the animal cruelty statutes already in place, (ch. 951) DATCP must provide this information to a humane officer and/or law enforcement with jurisdiction in the area the suspected mistreatment is taking place.





Assembly Amendment (AA) 1 to (ASA) 1 – This amendment is technical in nature and makes no significant changes to the policies within ASA - 1
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Fiscal Effect:





DATCP estimates the licensure fees will produce enough program revenue to cover the cost of the program. In addition, the ASA authorizes DATCP to increase the fees set in statute if necessary should the costs of the program run higher than the program revenue.








Supporters Message:





Dogs are currently being kept in inhumane living conditions causing health issues and suffering; this legislation will regulate the care of these animals.


Regulation and inspection will ensure dogs beings sold in Wisconsin are properly treated and healthy enough to be sold.


The program will ensure good breeders can continue their hobby or business and that the bad breeders who treat their dogs and customers unfairly will be shut down.








Opponents Arguments:





Requiring licensure would open up ‘hobby-breeders’ to inspections of their homes because of the low threshold of 25 dogs sold per year and will negatively affect their ability to continue their hobby.


The legislation creates a new fee, which could increase the sale price of dogs in Wisconsin.


Current animal cruelty laws would be sufficient to combat the problem if they were enforced.


DATCP cannot put an exact number on how many licenses will be issued; they are using loose estimates and therefore cannot know for sure enough license fees will be received to cover the cost of the program.


DATCP’s rule-making authority is too broad.





Key Supporters:





Representative Jeff Smith (author); WI Veterinary Medical Association; DATCP; Wisconsin Humane Society; Alliance for Animals; Milwaukee Area Domestic Animal Control Commission; Waukesha Kennel Club; Dog Federation of Wisconsin; Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association; Wisconsin Federated Humane Society/Fox Valley Humane Association; The Humane Society of the United States; Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association; 





Key Opponents:





There are no registrants against the bill with the GAB. One group, America’s Pet Registry, and 9 individuals registered or spoke against the bill.





Committee Vote:





On October 21, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Consumer Protection recommended AB250 as amended for adoption on a 9-0 vote. [During discussion, some members indicated they were voting aye reluctantly.]





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Tyler August; Office of Rep. Tom Lothian (6-1190)
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