






From: Darrell Frandsen [mailto:DarrellF@Lakeland.ws]  
Sent: Friday, January 09, 2015 9:25 AM 
To: Rep.Kerkman; Rep.Jarchow 
Subject: GAB 
 
Dear Honorable Representatives: 
 
I am corresponding to you to let you know how much the GAB has done to help the municipal clerks (I 
am a town clerk of 34 years) in conducting elections.  Their guidance by way of webinars for training, 
prompt replies to my many questions, and their effectiveness in processing the many legislative changes 
in the past few years has been invaluable to me personally.  Whenever I have a question concerning any 
election issue, I am always answered quickly and courteously either by email or by phone.  As you 
proceed with your audit of the GAB please remember how invaluable they are to all municipal clerks in 
Wisconsin. 
 
Darrell Frandsen—Town Clerk 
Town of Bone Lake—Polk County 
954  280th Avenue 
Frederic, WI   54837 
darrellf@lakeland.ws 
715/472/8212 
 



From: Town Bridgeport [mailto:bridgeport.one@gmail.com]  
Sent: Sunday, January 11, 2015 1:10 PM 
To: Sen.Cowles 
Subject: GAB audit 
 
Senator Cowles, 
 
The GAB has always been a great source of information when questions arise, the webinars are 
very helpful and having them online is invaluable. 
 
The only source of frustration for me, as a rural area clerk, is the short 10 days, no weekends, 
time for in person absentee voting.  This is very limited time and a burden to our voters.  Would 
like to see this changed so once the ballots are available electors can vote my mail in person until 
election day. 
 
Thank you 
 
Linda Smrcina 
Town of Bridgeport Clerk 
Crawford County 
Ph:  608-326-7220 or 608-326-2385 
 









From: Town of Egg Harbor (Pam) [mailto:towneggharbor@newwis.com]  
Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 8:58 AM 
To: Sen.Cowles 
Subject: GAB Audit 
 
Good Morning Senator Cowles: 
 
The sun is shining and it is finally in the teens here in Door County.  Hope this finds you and 
your family well.   
  
I would like to stress my positive experiences over the years with the GAB.  In April I will have 
held this position for the Town of Egg Harbor for 20 years, so you can imagine, just like you I 
have seen a lot of change in election laws over the years, some good, some not so good, but 
the GAB has definitely been a very positive asset for my job and many other local municipal 
clerks.  From their availability throughout the year and on election days to their continuing 
education to keep us in compliance of the state laws.   
  
When they conduct their three hour trainings at WTA state conventions to the Clerk's state 
conventions I wish some state legislators would attend those trainings.  The GAB conducts 
themselves on a very professional bases and presents all the necessary information needed to 
keep us up to date and prepared for running our elections not to mention the many continuing 
education webinars that are available.  Their website offers everything to the necessary forms 
we need throughout every election process to keeping us updated to any election law 
changes.  I could go on and on.   
 
The state of Wisconsin and Municipal Clerks are very fortunate to have such an organization 
and I feel it is very important that they continue as a non partisan organization.   After 
all ultimately are we not the ones to make sure elections are run correctly and the GAB is a 
huge tool for us to do our job!  
  
If you have any further questions please feel free to contact me.  I would be happy to be of any 
help.   
  
P.S.  How about them packers!!!!!!! 
  
Pam Krauel 
Clerk‐Treasurer 
5242 County I 
Sturgeon Bay, WI  54235 
920‐743‐6141  towneggharbor@newwis.com 
townofeggharbor.org 
 









From: Ginny Strobl [mailto:gstrobl@centurytel.net]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 7:57 PM 
To: Rep.Kerkman 

Subject: GAB audit public hearing 

 

Dear Representative Kerkman, 

  

For years now I’ve felt that the GAB is not doing the job of keeping elections 

fair.  They make the elections even more complicated by using their office to 

distribute busywork to the municipalities instead of concentrating on the 

largely  liberal Wisconsin cities and counties whose voting was over 100%.  The 

changes they send us are usually biased and not statutory.  

  

Their harassment of conservative donors was completely out of line and their not 

returning the assets of those donors should be considered felony theft!  How can 

we possibly trust them?   

  

While many municipalities like ours are struggling to keep taxes down Wisconsin 

is spending an enormous amount on this unnecessary and even detrimental 

department.  The rent on their block of offices alone is more than our whole 

budget.  Our constituents are having a very difficult time paying their property 

taxes.  Many are unable to pay them.  Then when I get the facts on the GAB 

budget it makes me ill.  

  

Ginny Strobl 

Town of Georgetown Chair 

N5957 Woodlawn Rd. 

Kennan, Price County, WI 54537 

715 474 3434 
 















































 

 
January 12, 2015 
 
 
 
Representative Samantha Kerkman 
Assembly District 61 
PO Box 8952 
Madison, WI  53708 
Rep.Kerkman@legis.wisconsin.gov 
 
RE:  Public Hearing on GAB Performance 
 
Dear Representative Kerkman: 
 
Thank you for providing me with an opportunity to give you my insight on the Government 
Accountability Board.  As a town clerk with over 36 years of experience, I can assure you I am 
extremely interested when legislation impacting municipalities is considered.  This being one of those 
times, I feel I must let you know how I feel. 
 
When I first began my duties in local government, election management was practically non-existent 
and was handled with little to oversight from anyone.  There was a lack of coordination, no 
comprehensive training, methods and procedures were not consistent from one municipality to another.  
There was no statewide data base, no audits, little technology and frankly not much accountability. 
 
The GAB has proven to be an excellent resource for the improvement of election management.  The 
election process has grown over the years with more and more legislation and an incredible amount of 
public scrutiny and criticism.  The GAB, thankfully, has taken on a very large role in providing election 
guidance, support, training, education, common procedures, manuals, notices, reminders and forms.  
Most importantly, the GAB provides oversight to keep elections fair.  Statewide systems and 
procedures from the GAB gives municipalities the ability to detect voter fraud and abuse across 
municipal borders much easier and voter experience is consistent no matter what community an elector 
lives in!! 
 
The staff at the GAB is educated, well informed, professional, supportive, and most importantly…non-
partisan in carrying out their function.  Frankly, I believe they have done a tremendous job and would 
encourage you to allow them to continue their fine work for the electors, candidates, counties and 
municipalities across this great state. 
 
With regard to the Legislative Audit Bureau’s exceptions report, this is a great tool for self-improvement!  
Respectfully, who among us, be it individual, business, government agency or legislator can say they 
have no room for improvement?  We all should strive daily for that improvement by assessing what 

TOWN OF OXFORD 
Office of the Clerk 

N2873 County Road A 
Oxford, WI  53952 

 
608-586-4366 

oxfordtownship@maqs.net



went well, and working towards improvement in those areas that did not.  The Legislative Audit 
Bureau’s audit is meant for that purpose and using it for any other agenda is terribly wrong. 
 
Instead of considering to disband the GAB, I would encourage you to provide the support needed for 
the GAB to not only continue their function in its current form, but provide them the necessary staffing 
and funds to improve in any areas that need it. 
 
Thank you again for allowing me to voice my opinion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Mary P. Walters 
Clerk, Town of Oxford 
 

 

 









From: Barb Ceas [mailto:ceasb@idcnet.com]  

Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 11:32 AM 
To: Rep.Loudenbeck 

Subject: GAB Public Hearing 

 
Dear Representative Loudenbeck: 
 

Thank you for allowing me to give you feedback on the Government Accountability Board. 

As a municipal clerk with over 21 years of experience, I believe I am qualified when 

legislation impacting municipalities is considered. This being one of those times, I feel I 

must speak up. 

 

When I first began my duties as a Town Clerk, election management was handled with little 

to no oversight from anyone. There was a lack of coordination, no comprehensive training, 

methods and procedures were home grown and there was little to no consistency between 

processes from one municipality to another. There was no statewide data base, no audits, 

little technology and frankly not much accountability. 

 

The Government Accountability Board has proven to be an excellent resource for the 

improvement of election management across the state. The election process has grown 

over the years with more and more legislation and an incredible amount of public scrutiny 

and criticism. 

 

Especially for small municipalities such as mine, the GAB has thankfully taken on a very 

large role in providing guidance, support, training, education, common procedures, manuals, 

notices, reminders and forms. Most importantly, the GAB provides oversight to keep 

elections in Wisconsin fair! Statewide systems and procedures from the GAB give 

municipalities the ability to detect voter fraud and abuse across municipal borders; voter 

experience is consistent no matter what community an elector lives in; and translating 

legislation into process and procedures is done extremely well! 

 

The educated, well informed, professional, and supportive staff at the GAB are non-

partisan in carrying out their function. I believe they have done a tremendous job and 

would encourage you to allow them to continue their fine work for the electors, 

candidates, counties and municipalities across Wisconsin. 

 

The Legislative Audit Bureau’s exceptions report is a great tool for self 

improvement.  There is no individual, business, government agency or legislator who can say 

they have no room for improvement. We all should strive to improve daily by assessing 

what went well and working towards the betterment of those areas that did not. 

 

The LAB audit is meant for that purpose and using it for any other agenda is just wrong. 
Instead of considering to disband the Government Accountability Board, I encourage you 



to provide the support needed for the GAB to not only continue their function in its 
current form, but provide them the necessary staffing and funds to improve in those 
areas that need it. 
 

Thank you again for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Barb Ceas 
 
Barbara Ceas, WCMC, Town Clerk 

Town of Richmond, Walworth County, WI 

W8776 Territorial Road 

Whitewater, WI 53190 

608-883-2017 Phone/Fax 

608-312-9674 Cellphone 

Website: www.town.richmond.wi.us 

Population  1889 

  

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message is intended only for the person or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any unauthorized review, use, 
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by 
reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. If you are the intended recipient but do not 
wish to receive communications through this medium, please so advise the sender immediately. 

 



















From: Ed Sypek <sypeked@yahoo.com> 
To: "sen.cowles@legis.wisconsin.gov" <sen.cowles@legis.wisconsin.gov>; 
"sen.lazich@legis.wisconsin.gov" <sen.lazich@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "sen.darling@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<sen.darling@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "sen.vinehout@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<sen.vinehout@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "sen.bewley@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<sen.bewley@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "rep.kerkman@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<rep.kerkman@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "rep.macco@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<rep.macco@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "rep.nygren@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<rep.nygren@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "rep.sargent@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<rep.sargent@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "rep.berceau@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<rep.berceau@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "rep.murphy@legis.wisconsin.gov" 
<rep.murphy@legis.wisconsin.gov>; "sen.roth@legis.wisconsin.gov" <sen.roth@legis.wisconsin.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2015 2:39 PM 
Subject: Government Accountability Board 
 
Senators and Represtatives, 
 
I support a non partisan, non political  GAB, but ask that caution is used if any changes 
to the make up of this board is made for any reason.  
The Town of Vinland relies on the GAB for a number of election related services and it 
would not be in Vinland's best interests to eliminate or disrupt those services. Thank 
you  
 
Ed Sypek 
Supervisor 
Town of Vinland 
6085 Couty Road T 
Oshkosh, Wi 54904 
920 -235-6953 
 



From: Jackie Vold [mailto:vold@townofwashington.org]  
Sent: Thursday, January 08, 2015 4:29 PM 
To: Sen.Cowles 
Subject: Public Hearing on Audit of Government Accountability Board 
 
Senator Cowles: 
 
I would like to express my appreciation for the work of the G.A.B.  The expertise and availability for 
training webinars for elections and working in the Statewide Voter Registration System is invaluable to 
my work during elections. 
This past year with the many, many election law changes would have been extremely difficult without 
their assistance.  I would highly recommend that their staff and work is funded and remains in place for 
all of us throughout Wisconsin who rely on their help. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

Jackie Vold 
Deputy Clerk 
Town of Washington 
5750 Old Town Hall Rd. 
Eau Claire WI  54701 
Pop. 7,205 
www.townofwashington.org 
715‐834‐3257 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Jackie Vold [mailto:vold@townofwashington.org]  
Sent: Thursday, January 08, 2015 4:29 PM 
To: Rep.Kerkman 
Subject:  
 
Honorable Samantha Kerkman: 
 
I would like to express my appreciation for the work of the G.A.B.  The expertise and availability for 
training webinars for elections and working in the Statewide Voter Registration System is invaluable to 
my work during elections. 
This past year with the many, many election law changes would have been extremely difficult without 
their assistance.  I would highly recommend that their staff and work is funded and remains in place for 
all of us throughout Wisconsin who rely on their help. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

Jackie Vold 
Deputy Clerk 
Town of Washington 
5750 Old Town Hall Rd. 
Eau Claire WI  54701 
Pop. 7,205 
www.townofwashington.org 
715‐834‐3257 

 



From: Jay and Cindi Haag [mailto:chaag@centurytel.net]  
Sent: Thursday, January 08, 2015 5:44 PM 
To: Sen.Cowles 
Subject: hearing on GAB 
 
As a municipal clerk of almost thirty years, I feel compelled to submit my brief thoughts 
to you regarding the GAB.  There is absolutely no reason to make changes to the GAB 
as it currently exists.  Any proposed changes would seem to be politically 
motivated.  During the last few years, we have seen many legislative changes in the 
voting process.  In my opinion those changes have been too many and have required 
far too rapid response/action by the GAB and local election officials.  The GAB and local 
election officials have attempted, quite successfully, to comply with those legislative 
changes.  Let’s all take a rest and allow the people to vote and the system to work.  The 
GAB has done a fine job maintaining its lack of bias and has done a fine job in enforcing 
new legislative mandates.  Let’s try to keep partisan politics out of this issue.  Cindi 
Haag, Clerk, Town of Wilson, Eau Claire County, WI. 
 




