
Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 943 - In 2006, the Council of State Governments (CSG) started drafting an interstate compact that would address the issue of high mobility in military familes.  Often times children in military families attend many schools.





This bill adopts the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children, an interstate compact that has been adopted, as of March 22, 2010, by 28 states. The compact addresses school transition issues encountered by children of military families, such as their eligibility, enrollment, placement, and graduation. For example:


1.) The compact requires a school district to accept the unofficial records of a school district in another member state for the purposes of enrolling and placing a child of a military family until the official records may be obtained.


2.) The compact allows a pupil to request additional excused absences to visit with his or her deployed parent or guardian.


3.) The compact allows school districts to waive graduation requirements if similar requirements have been completed in a school district in another state.





Further, the legislation makes three changes to the draft compact, all of which have been approved by the US Department of Defense:


1.) AB 943 requires approval of the rules promulgated by the Compact Commission by either the legislature or the state superintendent.  The original draft had no approval mechanism.


2.) The bill also places a cap on the contribution amount to the Commission at $1 per military family student, or $1000, whichever is smaller.  Currently WI is estimated to have around 550 military family students.


3.) Finally, the legislation allows for the withdrawal from the Compact without removing any of the changes that may have been made while being a member of the Commission.





Fiscal Effect:


The state will pay an annual assessment to the interstate commission of $1 per military family student or $1000, whichever is smaller.  The Wisconsin members to the commission will serve without compensation, but may be reimbursed for certain expenses.





Supporters Message:


The children of members of the military often attend multiple schools, thereby creating certain enrollment issues.  These issues should be ironed out and streamlined for military families.


Opponents Message:


This bill does have a fiscal note, but it is extremely small.


Key Supporters:


Representative Sondy Pope-Roberts (author), DPI, VFW, Military Officer’s Association, WASB





Key Opponents:


No one registered or testified against AB 943.





Committee Vote:


On April 15, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Education recommended passage of AB 943 on a vote of 12-0.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Luke Bacher; Office of Rep. Brett Davis (6-1192)
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