
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Senate Bill 523 provides that it is an unfair labor practice under the State Employment Labor Relations Act and under the University of Wisconsin System Faculty and Academic Staff Labor Relations Act (UW System Labor Relations Act) for an employer individually or in concert with others to use any moneys received for any purpose to discourage, to train any supervisor, management employee, or other employee to discourage, or to contract with any person for the purpose of discouraging employees in the exercise of their collective bargaining rights.





Senate Amendment 1 provides that the unfair labor practices provisions of the UW System Labor Relations Act do not interfere with a faculty member’s right of academic freedom.





Fiscal Effect:


None.





Supporters Message:


No state agency, including the UW system, would be able to use any funding source to deter union organizing.





Opponents Message:


Current law under the State Employment Labor Relations Act already directs the state not to interfere in an individual employee’s choice to join or be represented by a labor union.


This bill was not referred to any committee in the Assembly.  There is no Assembly companion, so  it had no public hearing, review, or committee action in our house.





Key Supporters:


Sen. Spencer Coggs (author); Rep. Mark Pocan (co-author); AFSCME; AFT WI; Citizen Action of WI; SEUI WI State Council; WI Federation of Nurses & Health Professionals; WI AFL-CIO; WI State Employees Union; WI Teamsters.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against this bill.





Committee Vote:


Senate Amendment 1 was offered by Senator Coggs. On April 13, 2010, the Senate adopted Senate Amendment 1, and the Senate passed Senate Bill 523, as amended, on a vote of Ayes, 18; Noes, 15.





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Jason Vick; Office of Rep. Mark Honadel (6-0610)
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