
Summary of Bill:


Senate Bill 514: Amends the authorized 2009-2011 state building program to add three projects at the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee.  Known as the Milwaukee Initiative, these projects include the construction of a Freshwater Science Initiative research building and purchase of a replacement for the Neeskay research vessel, the construction of a Kenwood Integrated Research complex, and the acquisition and redevelopment of Columbia St. Mary’s Columbia campus medical facilities. 





Fiscal Effect:


The bonding for the Milwaukee Initiative was authorized in Act 28, but required the Board of Regents approve an expenditure plan for the Milwaukee Initiative that identified specific projects. SB 514 specifically enumerates those projects. 





Act 28 specified that total funding commitments for this project cannot exceed $240 million with up to $123.41 million general fund supported borrowing, $55.59 million program revenue supported bonding, $60 million in gifts grants and receipts, and $1 million in building trust funds. 





Cost Breakdown:


Freshwater Science Initiative – Phase 1: $70 million ($50 of existing GFSB, $20 million from gifts and grants)





Kenwood Integrated Research Project - $75 million ($73.4 million existing GFSB, $1.6 million gifts and grants). 





Columbia St. Mary’s Project - $31 million ($30 million existing GFSB, and $1 million in building trust funds)





Supporters Message:


The Milwaukee Initiative will help UW Milwaukee further its desire to be a prominent research institution and also will spur scientific education. 


New building projects in Milwaukee will spur economic development and create jobs.





Opponents Message:


In this time of fiscal uncertainty, approving another $240 million on the state’s credit card is not economically responsible.


This is another example of state resources going to Milwaukee.





Key Supporters:


Senator Plale and Rep. Richards on the behalf of the building committee





Key Opponents:


None known (there is no Assembly companion and no Assembly hearing was held) 





Committee Vote:


On February 18, 2009, the Senate Committee on Ethics Reform and Government Operations recommended passage of SB 514, on a vote of 5-0. 


On March 17, 2009, the Joint Committee on Finance recommended passage of SB 514 on a vote of 14-2 [Vos, Montgomery Voted no]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jenny Toftness; Office of Rep. Vos (6-9171)
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