



Summary of Bill:





Senate Bill (SB) 473/AB 686 - This bill updates the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) under current law and makes various non-substantive terminology and technical/minor substantive changes. UIFSA sets out rules and priorities for the exercise of jurisdiction by courts in this state in actions to establish or enforce spousal or child support obligations, to modify child support obligations, or to determine paternity, when the parties reside in different states or when orders have been issued in different states. By setting out such rules and priorities, UIFSA aims to eliminate the possibility that conflicting support orders might be issued or enforced by courts in different states. One of the main changes the bill makes is to clarify UIFSA’s application to foreign countries, in recognition of the ratification by the United States of the Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance, concluded at The Hague Convention in 2007. The purpose of the convention is to provide international procedures for enforcing child support orders when the person who is liable for the support and the child do not live in the same country. For example, current law provides that a court in this state may forward proceedings to, and receive proceedings from, a court of another state, which would include a foreign jurisdiction. The bill provides that a court in this state may forward proceedings to a court of another state and receive proceedings initiated in another state or a foreign country. As another example, current law provides that if a proceeding related to child support is brought in this state and two or more child support orders regarding the same child and obligor have been issued by courts of this or another state, a court of this state must apply certain rules to determine which child support order to recognize for purposes of continuing jurisdiction. For a list of the substantive changes to current law, please review the LRB analysis of the bill.





Senate Amendment 1 to SB 473 – Provides that section 769.904 of the statutes is created to read: Notice of treaty ratification. As soon as possible after the United States deposits the instrument of ratification for The Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance with the Hague Conference on Private International Law, the Department of Children and Families shall publish a notice in the Wisconsin Administrative Register that states the date on which the instrument of ratification was deposited. This act takes effect on the date stated in the notice published in the Wisconsin Administrative Register under section 769.904 of the statutes, as created by this act. [Adopted 5-0]





Fiscal Effect:





A fiscal estimate for SB 473/AB 686 was not required. 





Supporters Message:





This legislation makes updates to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) adopted by every state to improve the enforcement of American child support orders abroad and will ensure that children residing in the US will receive the financial support due from parents, wherever they reside.





Opponents Message:





No opposing arguments were made against Senate Bill 473/Assembly Bill 686.
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Key Supporters:





Representative Cullen, author – 13th Assembly District; Senator Risser, lead Senate author – 26th Senate District; Dondienieta Fleary-Simmons, Madison – Department of Children and Families.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 686.  The Wisconsin Association of Family and Childrens Agencies registered with the GAB, but did not offer a position.





Committee Vote:





On February 17, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 686, as amended, on a vote of 8-0.  





On February 22, 2010, the State Committee on Judiciary, Corrections, Insurance, Campaign Finance Reform, and Housing passed SB 473, as amended, by a vote of 5-0.  The Senate passed the bill, as amended, on February 25, 2010 on a voice vote.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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