
Summary of Bill (as amended):


SB 437 provides that if the state superintendent of public instruction determines that a school is in need of improvement for five consecutive school years or that a school district is in need of improvement for four consecutive school years, the state superintendent may direct the school board to do one or more of the following in the school or school district:


1. Implement a new curriculum.


2. Implement a new instructional design, including expanded school hours, additional pupil supports and services, and individual learning plans for pupils.


3. Implement professional development programs focused on improving pupil academic achievement.


4. Make personnel changes that are consistent with applicable collective bargaining agreements.


5. Adopt accountability measures to monitor the school district's finances or to monitor other interventions directed by the state superintendent.


		


The bill directs the state superintendent to promulgate rules establishing criteria and a procedure for determining whether a school or school district is in need of improvement for the purpose of exercising this authority.  The school board must seek input from school district staff on implementing any of the above directives.





The bill also authorizes the state superintendent to withhold state aid from any school district that fails to comply to the state superintendent's satisfaction with any of the above directives.





SSA 1 was introduced by the Committee on Education and adopted on the floor of the Senate.





Please refer to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/lc_amdt/sb437.pdf" ��Leg Council Amendment Memo� for more information.


Fiscal Effect:


State and local costs are indeterminate, due to the unknown nature of any directives from the State Superintendent upon school districts.


Supporters Message:


The bill is a compromise effort between some factions involved in the MPS debate.


Gives the state superintendent more authority under which he may only withhold funds.


Eliminates tenure for principals and vice principals, making it easier to remove poor principals.


Opponents Message:


Eliminates tenure for principals, but does not provide a means to remove inadequate teachers who have the daily contact with the children.


Any changes a school board makes must be consistent with collective bargaining agreements and cannot change terms of collective bargaining agreements giving the teachers union a strong hand.  


While there is a nod given to using student performance as an evaluation tool, there are numerous mitigating factors laid out in the legislation clearly designed to protect job security of union members and not improve achievement for children.


Provides for ‘alternative pathways” for graduation at MPS, but does not establish criteria specifying the rigor of such programs.


Key Supporters:


State Superintendent Tony Evers - DPI, Senator Spencer Coggs, Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce, WEAC, Milwaukee Teachers Education Association, NAACP, numerous residents of Milwaukee.


Key Opponents:


Rep. Polly Williams, Rep. Davis, Milwaukee Public Schools, WI School Boards Association, Madison Metropolitan School District numerous residents of Milwaukee


Committee Vote:


SB 437 does not have an Assembly companion and was never heard in the Assembly.


On April 14, 2010, the Senate Committee on Education recommended passage of SB 437, as amended, on a vote of 5-2. [Hopper, Grothman voted No; Olsen voted Yes.]  On April 15, 2010, the full Senate passed 18-15. 


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Luke Bacher; Office of Rep. Brett Davis (6-1192)
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