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Summary of Bill (�HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/2009/data/SB400hst.html"��as amended�):





Senate Bill (� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/2009/data/SB400hst.html" ��SB 400�) - Under this bill, an ATV with a snow plow or similar device may be operated on a roadway, adjacent to a roadway, or on a public sidewalk from October 1 through April 30 for the purpose of traveling to a site to remove snow regardless of whether the area to be traveled is an ATV route or trail if the ATV has certain lighting equipment and if operation on the roadway or the sidewalk is necessary to travel to or from a site where the snow removal device will be used. Travel necessary to or from the site may not exceed two miles. The bill also imposes specific speed limits on operation of an ATV with a snow removal device depending on its proximity to a dwelling and whether it is being operated on a roadway or an area adjacent to the roadway as opposed to a sidewalk.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB400-AA1.pdf" ��Amendment 1� (Rep. Jorgensen):  Amendment 1 addresses issues of which roadways an ATV would be allowed and lighting requirements when on roadways, this is done by prohibiting ATVs on roadways with a posted speed limit higher than 45 miles per hour unless authorized by the local government body.  Inserting this language:  “of removing snow, if such operation is necessary to travel to or from a site where the snow removal device will be used and if the all−terrain vehicle meets the lighting requirements under s. 23.33 (6) (h). The travel necessary to or from the site may not exceed 2 miles. Operation of such an all−terrain vehicle on a roadway or adjacent to a roadway is authorized only if the applicable roadway speed limit is 45 miles per hour or less…”  [AA1 to SB 440 adopted 14-0]





� HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB400-AA2.pdf" ��Amendment 2� (Rep. Radcliffe):  Amendment 2 allows ATVs on any roadway that is 55 mph or lower unless prohibited by the local government.  AA2 also reiterates that ATVs are prohibited from use on federal interstate and defense roadways.  


[AA2 to SB440 was not addressed in committee due to its introduction under the 24 hour rule prior to exec session]








Fiscal Effect:





Department of Natural Resources (DNR) The DNR reported no state fiscal impact. � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-400fe.pdf" ��Fiscal Estimate�


Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) WisDOT reported an indeterminate increase in cost, but also claimed those costs could be absorbed by the WisDOT operating budget.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-400fe.pdf" ��Fiscal Estimate�








Supporters Message:





SB 400 would allow expanded utility use for ATVs to aide in snow removal and easier transportation in both city, suburban, and rural communities.   





Opponents Arguments:





During testimony the Wisconsin State Patrol raised concerns regarding public safety, limiting distance ATVs would be allowed on roadways, and youths operating ATVs on roadways.


In the fiscal report cited above WisDOT raised concerns about damage to roadways by ATVs snow plows and other debris.  
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Key Supporters:





Representative Andy Jorgensen (author); Senator Jim Holperin (author);  Representative Jeff Mursau; Milwaukee Police Association; Wisconsin Sheriffs and Wisconsin Deputy Sheriffs Association.





Key Opponents:





WisDOT and Wisconsin State Patrol testified against SB 400. No organization registered against it on the Ethics Board website.





Committee Vote:


On March 30, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Renewable Energy and Rural Affairs passed as amended with Amendment 1, on a vote of 14-0. [All Members were Present; All Members Voted Aye]


Staff Author of Bill Summary





Craig Arrowood; Office of Rep. Gary Tauchen (6-3097)
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