
Summary of Bill:


Senate Bill 396 – Under current law, the DNR issues a special permit to physically disabled people that have a fishing license if their disability meets certain criteria. The special permit allows the disabled person to fish or troll in a boat with an electric motor on waters where motorized boats are normally prohibited.  





SB 396 expands current law to include any qualified disabled person who is exempt from having to possess a fishing license.  Under current law people under the age of 16 and certain elderly residents are exempt from having to purchase a fishing license.  The bill also allows a person who is in the same boat and who is assisting a disabled person that holds a special permit to also fish or troll if they have a fishing license or are exempt from having a license.





Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal estimate prepared by the Department of Natural Resources indicates there will be an indeterminate fiscal effect for Senate Bill 358, but any increased costs could be absorbed within the Agency’s budget.   





Supporters Message:


SB 396 expands current law to include qualified disabled individuals who are exempt from having to purchase a fishing license.  





Opponents Message:


Wardens may have to respond to more complaints of suspected illegal motor trolling when the public observes a boat trolling on a water body closed to trolling. 





Key Supporters:


Senator Russ Decker (author), Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, Hayward Lakes Visitor & Convention Bureau. 





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against SB 396, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On March 31, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Fish and Wildlife recommended passage of SB 396 on a vote of 9-0 (Meyer, absent). 








Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Michael Bruhn; Office of Rep. Scott Gunderson (6-3363)
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