

Summary of Bill (as amended):


Under current law, there is little consistency in the administrative practices of municipal courts with minimal oversight from higher courts or governmental entities. 


  


Senate Bill 383 (as amended) creates numerous statewide standards for the establishment and operation of municipal courts, citations and complaints, hearing procedures, court orders and rulings, and appeal procedures while still maintaining municipal court independence in local government. 


 


Please refer to Legislative Council Memo from Ron Sklansky on October 15, 2009 which highlights 44 changes this bill makes. 





Senate Amendment 1 and Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Amendment 1


Modifies #2 of the Leg. Council memo by applying this provision only to a municipal court when it becomes operative and functions after January 1, 2011. 


Clarifies #3 of the Leg. Council memo stating that the municipal governing body operating a municipal court will determine the amount budgeted for court maintenance and operations. 


Modifies #5 of the Leg. Council memo by providing that the term of a municipal judge may be for a term other than four years but not less than two years and not greater than four years according to the provisions of a charter ordinance. 


Modifies #8 of the Leg. Council memo by creating an exception for the City of Milwaukee that gives its court administrator the authority to appoint personnel and the authority over the conditions of employment for these personnel. 


Modifies #11 of the Leg. Council memo by allowing the court to be located in an area separate from the police department either by design or by signage. 


Adds a provision specifying that if a defendant in a municipal action is impoverished, the defendant must be notified of alternatives to the payment of forfeitures and other charges. These alternatives include installment payments, community services, or a stay of judgment. Also, when a monetary judgment is not paid, a driver’s license is suspended, and a defendant is unable to pay, the municipal court must with draw the suspension and grant additional time to pay or order one or more other sanctions, including imprisonment, wage assignment, or community service. 


Amends a provision in the bill not listed in the original Leg. Council memo.  The original bill shortened the time frame for making a motion for pretrial discovery from 30 days to 20 days after an initial appearance. The amendment restores the 30 day window. The amendment clarifies that the defendant may move for pretrial discovery at any other time upon a showing of cause. 


Adds a provision providing that if a court terminates a driver’s license suspension because the defendant agrees to a payment plan or community service and the defendant defaults, a new suspension will be reduced by the amount of time that the suspension was served before being terminated by the court. However, this provision does not apply to a municipal court located in the City of Milwaukee. 


Amends a provision in the bill not listed in the original Leg. Council memo. The original bill provided that a defendant with an inability to pay may seek a waiver from the circuit court for costs or fees relating to an appeal, preparation of a transcript, installation of a jury, or a bond. The amendment provides that the defendant must seek waiver of the bond or transcript fee from the municipal court rather than the circuit court. 


SA 1 to SA 1 deletes an exception given to the City of Milwaukee, so all municipalities must reduce the new suspension by the amount of time served on the old suspension related to the case.





Assembly Amendment 1 modifies #11 of the Legislative Council memo by stating that the court must be open daily or as determined by the judge and approved by the governing body of the municipality. Further, AA1 clarifies that the governing body of the municipality may by ordinance or by law abolish the municipal court as part of a consolidation with another municipality.�                                                                                                                                                                                                      .�Assembly Amendment 3 provides that appeals from determinations regarding whether the defendant is unable to pay a judgment because of poverty may be taken by either party to the circuit court of the county where the offense occurred. 




















SB 383 – Statewide Uniformity of Municipal Courts (pg.1 of 2)   Sen. Taylor 





Corrections and Courts








2009-10


 Issue & Bill Summaries








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Assembly Republican Caucus





April 15, 2010








