

Summary of Bill (as amended):


Senate Bill 325 – Under current law, the Department of Corrections has established a system in which an individual can chaperone a sex offender by signing a chaperone agreement. Chaperone Agreements assist in the monitoring of convicted sex-offenders and ensure that they do not have unsupervised contact with minors and otherwise abide by the terms of their supervised release.





SB 325 would require the chaperone agreement to indicate that the chaperone has notified in writing or made a good faith effort to notify in writing any person with whom the chaperone has a child in common, whether through blood, marriage, or adoption, that the individual plans to chaperone a sex offender.  However, the chaperone does not need to inform the person with whom he or she has a child in common if 1) the child is over 18; 2) the chaperone is not the child’s parent or has not had a substantial parental relationship with the child; the person who has a child in common with the chaperone is not the child’s parent or has not had a substantial parental relationship with the child.





Senate Substitute Amendment 1 – 1) defines what substantial parental relationship means; 2) requires that the chaperone provide written notification or has made a good faith effort to provide notification to the person with whom a child is shared in common; 3) provides immunity to the Department of Corrections from any civil liability for any good faith act or omission of the department in connection with the requirements.  





Fiscal Effect:


A fiscal estimate was not required for SB 325.





Supporters Message:


This bill creates a mechanism to notify the other parent that their child could be in contact with a sex offender so that they the full information they need to make decisions to protect the safety of their children.





Opponents Message:


This bill may not go far enough. Perhaps individuals should not be allowed to chaperone sex offenders unless they have the consent of the other parent. 





Key Supporters:


Sen. Pat Kreitlow; Rep. Jeff Smith.	





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against this legislation in committee or with the Government Accountability Board.





Committee Vote:


On March 11, the Assembly Committee on Corrections and the Courts recommended adoption of Senate Substitute Amendment 1 on a vote of 12-0. (Reps. Van Roy, Gundrum, Kestell, LeMahieu and Brooks voted aye.) 





The Committee recommended concurrence with SB 325 as amended on a vote of 12-0. (Reps. Van Roy, Gundrum, Kestell, LeMahieu, and Brooks voted aye.)





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Tanya Hein; Office of Rep. Karl Van Roy (6-0616)
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