

Summary of Bill (as amended):


Senate Bill (SB) 303 – The bill changes the requirements for a law enforcement officer to request the driver of a vehicle involved in a car accident to submit to a test for alcohol or other intoxicants.  





Current law allows an officer to ask that a driver to submit to a test if they are involved in an accident causing great bodily harm or death and the officer detects the presence of an intoxicant.  





The bill would change the law such that an officer could ask a driver to submit to testing if they were in an accident that caused any injury and the officer detected alcohol or drugs.  Further, under the bill, if a driver is involved in an accident that causes great bodily harm or death, and an officer believes the driver violated any traffic law, the officer may request they submit to a test for intoxicants, even if they do not detect the presence of any intoxicants.





Senate Amendment 1 – The amendment changed the threshold for the officer to request the driver submit to a test for intoxicants if the officer detects them from any injury, which could be a minor scrape or bruise, to substantial bodily harm, which would entail a more serious injury such as a laceration requiring stitches, a broken bone, etc.





Fiscal Effect:


District Attorneys and local law enforcement agencies predict minor cost increases due to increased need for testing equipment and prosecution.  DOT and the Department of Corrections anticipated limited but indeterminate increased costs for printing new forms and incarceration of an unknown number of additional offenders.  





Supporters Message:


When there is an accident and one of the drivers involved dies, a test is performed on their blood to determine if intoxicants are present.  It is only fair that a driver involved in such an accident who survives should also be tested.


The bill will provide law enforcement with an additional tool to fight drunk driving.





Opponents Message:


No one testified or registered in opposition to the bill. 





Key Supporters:


Representative LeMahieu, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Wisconsin Professional Police Association, Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association


Key Opponents:


None.


Committee Vote:


February 16, 2010, the bill as amended passed in the Assembly Public Safety Committee 8-0.  It passed the Senate on a unanimous vote January 28, 2010. 





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Tim Fiocchi; Office of Rep. Garey Bies (6-5350)
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