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Summary of SB 276 As Amended:


Senate Bill 276/AB546  Under current law, a governmental body is required to give public notice under ch. 19, Stats., of all meetings at least 24 hours prior to commencement of the meetings, unless for good cause, it is impossible or impracticable to do so. In no case may notice be provided less than two hours in advance of the meeting. 


  When giving public notice, a governmental body is also required to give notice to news media who have filed a written request for the notice as well as the governmental body’s official newspaper. If an official newspaper does not exist, then the governmental body must give notice to news media likely to give notice in the area.


  SB 276/AB546 requires a city, village, town, or county that has a Web site to post the following on its Web site:


Public notice of every meeting of the city, village, town, or county at least 24 hours prior to commencement of the meetings, unless it is impossible or impractical to do so. In no case may notice be posted on the Web site less than two hours in advance of the meetings.


The minutes relating to the city, village, town, or county’s meeting as soon as possible after the conclusion of the meeting, but only to the extent that the minutes reflect any business conducted during the open session of the meeting.


  Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 makes the following two changes to the bill:


Removes the requirement that minutes be posted on the city, village, town, or county’s Website.


States that if a town may comply with the public notice requirement by posting notice in three public places instead of giving public notice in a newspaper or other media, the town may comply with the posting requirements by posting public notice in two public places, one being the town hall, if the town also posts the public notice on its Web site.





Fiscal Effect:


No fiscal note was prepared for SB276/AB546 


Supporters Message:


SB276/AB546 keeps citizens more updated by electronically posting meetings and minutes of cities, villages, towns and counties.


Opponents Message:


Not everyone especially in rural areas has internet or is internet savvy. 


Just because a small community has a local website, it’s quite possibly not sophisticated enough to handle this type of government mandate.


Key Supporters:


Rep. Roys, Sen. Plale, WI Realtors, WI Innkeepers, 


Key Opponents:


Wisconsin Newspaper Association, League of Municipalities, WI Alliance of Cities, City of Milwaukee, Towns Association (Undecided)  


Committee Vote:


On February 24, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Urban & Local Affairs recommended passage of SB276/AB546, 5-3.  (LeMahieu, Gottlieb, and Ziegelbauer voted No)(Berceau, Hintz, Roys, Parisi & Spanbauer voted Yes) (Van Akkeren Absent)





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Jeff Grothman; Office of Rep. Dan LeMahieu (6-9175)


























Urban & Local Affairs








SB276/AB546—Requiring Governmental Bodies of Certain Political Subdivisions to Post Meeting Notices and Minutes on their Web Sites                                        Assembly Author: Sen. Kreitlow








