
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Senate Bill 267 makes changes in the definition of “plumbing.”  The changes include:


Including systems that treat or process wastewater and stormwater.


Eliminating references that limit “plumbing” to piping that runs from the outside of a building’s foundation to water mains and terminals.


Eliminating references that limit the scope of the definition to potable water supply systems.


Under current law, plumbers are classified by Department of Commerce to do different types of work.  Under the “sewer services” classification, a plumber may do such work as installing septic tanks and installing sewer service from a septic tank to a building.  Under the bill, plumbers with this classification may also install systems that reclaim used water or collect stormwater.  The bill also modifies those in the “appliances, equipment or devices” classification, providing that a person installing a water treatment device, water heater, or other item in connection with a water supply system that does not require a direct connection to a waste system is limited to making connections to existing installations.





Senate Amendment 1 modifies the plumbing definition exemption to stormwater culverts and modifies the sewer system classification to allow such classified persons to install water services, stormwater use systems, and reclaimed water systems if the services or systems are to be located outside the foundation wall of the building.  Also clarifies the “appliances, equipment or devices” classification to include stormwater use or reclaimed water system.  [SA1 to SB 267 adopted 7-0]





Fiscal Effect:


None.


Supporters Message:


The changes would reflect the actual practice and technology of the plumbing industry, and of Commerce in the regulation of plumbing.


The definition of “plumbing” within state statutes needs to be updated to reflect technological advances in plumbing and an increased understanding of the health risks associated with wastewater and stormwater being discharged into public bodies of water.


Opponents Message:


None.





Key Supporters:


Sen. Jeff Plale (author); Rep. James Soletski (co-author); WI Department of Commerce; Heat & Frost Insulators Local 19; Mechanical Contractors Association of WI; Plumbers Local 75; Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors; WI Independent Businesses; WI Onsite Water Recycling Association; WI Pipe Trades Association; Master Plumbers Association of WI; Plumbing Contractors Association of SE WI; Steamfitters Local 601; Carpenters Local 314.





Key Opponents:


None.


Committee Vote:


On January 12, 2010, the Senate Committee on Commerce recommended passage of SB 267, as amended, on a vote of 7-0.  On January 21, the Senate adopted SA1 and passed SB 267 on voice vote.





The State Assembly previously adopted and passed Assembly Bill 397 and AA1 (identical bill and amendment) on voice votes on October 27, 2009.  The Assembly Committee on Labor recommended passage of AB 397, as amended, on a vote of 9-0, on October 20, 2009.





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Jason Vick; Office of Rep. Mark Honadel (6-0610)
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