
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Senate Bill (SB) 244 eliminates the authorization for specific information signs (SIS) on STH 21 from I 94 north of Tomah to I 39/USH 51 in Waushara County.





Senate Amendment 2 shortens the length of highway in the bill effectively reducing the number of signs affected and the potential loss in revenue by DOT from less permit fees.





Sign Differences:


The Specific Information Sign (SIS) logo program is designed to direct motorists to services located up to 5 miles from Interstate highways, freeways, and conventional highways designated by the legislature as of May 8, 1990 as Specific Information Sign highways. The program is designed to be self funded without any state or federal support. Specific Information Signs may only include certain categories of motorist services and must meet specific standards for the respective category.





Tourist oriented directional signs (TODS) provide motorists with directional information for qualifying tourist-related businesses, services or activities.  Tourist-related businesses, whose major portion of income or visitors is derived from visitors who do not reside in the immediate area where the business is located, qualify for TODS. The business cannot have direct access to a state or U.S. highway, but must be located within 5 miles of a state or U.S. highway.


Fiscal Effect:





After Senate Amendment 2 was adopted there will only be an insignificant cost due to mapping changes.  SB244 was dipped in the Joint Committee on Finance on November 4, 2009. 





Supporters Message:





DOT made an error in approving a TODS sign for a local business and now forced the business to take the sign down.  This bill will take care of the error made by DOT by eliminating their jurisdiction for the area of highway this sign was on.  The small business should not suffer any consequences for any mistakes the DOT made.  Passed the Senate 32-0.





Opponents Message:





Why are we making this ok for just this stretch of highway?  





Key Supporters:





Senator Lassa, Rep. Schneider





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against in committee or with the ethics board. 





Committee Vote:





On December 3, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Transportation unanimously recommended passage of SB 244. [11-0] Garthwaite absent





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Jason Bauknecht; Office of Rep. Petrowski (6-1182)
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