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Summary of Bill:





Senate Bill (SB) 191 (AB 273) – updates statutory references regarding doctors of podiatric medicine and changes the name of the Podiatric Affiliated Credentialing Board to the Podiatry Affiliated Credentialing Board. 





This legislation does not change the scope of practice of podiatry, but it does add doctors of podiatric medicine (DPMs) to the list of health care providers enumerated in a number of our state statutes relating to the practice of health care and patient protection.





Specifically, Wisconsin statutes would be updated to:


Grant good Samaritan immunity to DPMs like those already in place for providers like physicians, first responders and dentists;


Protect patient confidentiality by allowing a patient to prevent disclosure of communications regarding their diagnosis or treatment by DPMs as is the case with other health care providers like physicians, chiropractors and psychologists;


Allow cooperative associations to contract with DPMs in addition to other currently authorized providers like physicians, chiropractors, optometrists and dentists;


Allow DPMs to diagnose injuries for Department of Veterans Affairs patients, issue physically fit certificates for driving instructors and identify physical disability for special hunting permits as other providers are authorized to do;


Give DPMs the ability to, within the scope their expertise, certify a disability for insurance purposes; and


Allow a medical assistance patient to choose a DPM as a provider for treatment unless DHS limits the choice.





NOTE: On December 11, 2009 the Governor vetoed the Assembly companion bill AB 273. Governor’s Veto Message: The bill makes a variety of important changes to the regulation of podiatrists in Wisconsin.  While the bill intended to expand the list of health care providers who can diagnose an illness or injury for Department of Veterans Affairs purposes to include podiatrists, due to a drafting error, the bill inadvertently limits the health care providers to those acting within the scope of a podiatrist's license.





Assembly Amendment 1 (offered by Rep. Barca) addresses the drafting error in AB 273.  (January 25, 2010 memo from Dick Sweet to Rep. Strachota)


  


Fiscal Effect:


 None required.





Supporters Message:


Based on the training and expertise of doctors of podiatric medicine SB 191 allows them to provide services they are qualified to perform and extend them statutory protections enjoyed by many other health care providers. 


Opponents Arguments:


There were concerns in the Assembly committee about the possibility that this could potentially expand the scope of practice for podiatrists.  However, the author had Legislative Council draft a memo outlining that the bill does not make any changes to the definitions of podiatry or podiatric medicine or surgery in current law. (June 4, 2009 memo from Dick Sweet to Rep. Barca)   


SB 191 was referred directly to the Rules Committee and has not been reviewed by the Public Health committee after the Assembly companion was vetoed by the Governor. 
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Key Supporters:





Representative Peter Barca, author; Senator John Lehman, author; Jay Ferus, 2nd Assembly District — Aide to Rep. Ted Zigmunt; Dr. Robert Sage, WI Society of Podiatric Medicine; Dr. Ian Furness, Fond du Lac; Tony Driessen, WI Society of Podiatric Medicine; Senator Tim Carpenter, 3rd Senate District; Jason Johns, Veterans of Foreign Wars.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against SB 191.  





The following testified for information only: Mark Grapentine, WI Medical Society. 





Gundersen Lutheran Administrative Services, Inc.. Marshfield Clinic and the Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians registered as undecided with the GAB.  





The Wisconsin Association For Justice (formerly Wisconsin Academy of Trial Lawyers) registered against the bill with the GAB 





Vote History:





On August 25, 2009, the Assembly Committee on Public Health recommended passage of AB 273, on a vote of 7-0.  On September 17, the bill was passed by the Assembly on a voice vote.  On November 5, it was passed by the Senate on a voice vote.  On December 11, it was vetoed by the Governor. 





On September 23, 2009 the Senate Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and


Revenue committee recommended passage of SB 191, on a vote of 7-0.  On October 23, the Senate passed the bill on a voice vote. 








Staff Author of Bill Summary





Sara Buschman; Office of Rep. Pat Strachota (4-8486)
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