
Summary of Bill: Reauthorization of the Green Tier Program & Environmental Improvement Program


SB 126 reauthorizes two voluntary environmental programs.  The Environmental Results Program or the Green Tier Program (SB 126 changes the name of the program to Green Tier) and the Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) (SB 126 changes the name of the program to the Environmental Compliance Audit Program). 


The 2003 Green Tier Act was established as a five year pilot program.  The program was designed with multiple levels to provide incentives to businesses and other entities to systematically exceed the minimum environmental requirements and achieve superior environmental performance. It encourages “good actors” to do more than just comply with environmental regulations. The benefits of participation include reduced frequency of inspections, a single point of contact at the DNR and deferred civil enforcement. For some participants individualized contracts can provide additional benefits such as reduced reporting requirements and reduced permit times. Green Tier is designed to encourage business and regulators to work together to protect our natural resources


The Environmental Compliance Audit Program was created for companies that strive to keep in compliance with DNR and EPA regulations. The voluntary program encourages facilities to conduct environmental compliance audits by providing limited liability for eligible violations disclosed as the result of an audit.  Businesses can do a compliance audit before applying to Green Tier, but they do not have to. And businesses can participate in the Environmental Compliance Audit Program without applying for Green Tier. 


Senate Bill 126 will make the current voluntary Green Tier Program and Environmental Compliance Audit Program permanent.  


Fiscal Effect:


None


Supporters Message:


The Green Tier Program is about getting away from the crippling impact of the current “command and control” approach to regulation.  It’s about finding new ways to generate economic growth while protecting our environment. 


Green Tier is a step toward regulatory reform by creating a more “user-friendly” relationship with the DNR.


SB 126 will continue to implement much needed regulatory reform including permit streamling, more efficient monitoring, record-keeping and reporting and improved agency relations.  


SB 126 will continue to implement much needed changes in business practices to help protect our environment including offering measurable environmental performance improvements, a higher assurance of compliance and the ability to help focus those companies that truly need regulatory guidance. 


Opponents Message:


Participation in the pilot program was not as high as originally anticipated and therefore the program should be allowed to sunset. 


Businesses that may cause environmental harm should not be granted immunity under the terms of the program but dealt with through proper enforcement channels.  


Key Supporters:


Representative Fred Clark (author);Senator Mark Miller (author);Senator Neal Kedzie (author 2003 Green Tier Act); Lori Grant, River Alliance of WI; Pat Stevens, WI Builders; Mark McDermid, WI DNR and Paul Nelson, WI Association of Independent Colleges.


Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against SB 126 and no one registered against it with the GAB.


Committee Vote:


On May 20th 2009, the Natural Resources Committee recommended passage of SB 126 unanimously


(15-0).


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Ginger Mueller; Office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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