
Summary of Bill:


Senate Bill (SB) 121 requires the Center on Education at UW-Madison to establish a “Career Conversations” pilot program for students enrolled in grades 7 to 12.  The program engages students in webcam conversations about careers with individuals in specific careers.  The focus would be placed on careers in this state in math, science, agricultural education, technology education or information technology.





The bill calls for the pilot program to run through May 15, 2010.  The center must evaluate the effectiveness of the program during the pilot period.  The center must submit it findings to the DPI, the Commerce Department and the DWD.





On September 9, 2009, the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Higher Education voted to pass SB 121.  [SB 121 passage, 3-2.  Voting No: Sens. Harsdorf and Kapanke]  The Senate passed SB 121 by voice vote on October 20, 2009. 





Fiscal Effect:


No fiscal estimate is available relating to SB 121.  





Supporters Message:


This pilot project will improve career knowledge for students by using webcam technology to encourage interactions with professionals in certain careers.


The pilot project itself has minimal costs because it can be integrated with existing activities of the center.





Opponents Message:


This pilot program can already be done without legislation.


The bill requires several reports to be completed after the pilot period has ended.  This is an example of creating work for a bureaucracy that should already being doing these kinds of activities. 





Key Supporters:


Representative Berceau (author); Sen. Lassa (co-author); UW-Madison; UW-System; Center on Education and Work.





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against SB 121, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On March 31, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities recommended concurrence of SB 121 on a vote of 10-0. [Nass, Rhoades, Townsend, and Gottlieb voted Aye.   Ballweg was absent.]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Mike Mikalsen; Office of Rep. Steve Nass (6-5715)
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