

Summary of Bill:





Under current law, state residents who are or were members of the National Guard may obtain license plates that say, “Wisconsin guard member.”





Senate Bill 17 would allow a member of the National Guard applying for special plates who identifies him or herself as a member or former member of the 32nd Infantry Brigade, 57th Field Artillery Brigade, Joint Forces Headquarters, the 115th Fighter Wing, or the 128th Air Refueling Wing, upon request, to receive a decal from the Department of Transportation that includes the symbol associated with the unit of which the applicant is or was a member.  The decal would be provided free of charge.





Assembly Amendment 1 would allow the Department of Military Affairs to draft a rule listing the units eligible for the decals as opposed to listing them in the bill.  The amendment will also allow DOT to charge each applicant $20 per decal.  





Fiscal Effect:





Senate Bill 17 will make a one-time increase of $15,800 to the state Department of Motor Vehicles.  This would fund the implementation of the bill within the DMV.  There will be minimal ongoing costs associated with the bill according to the DOT fiscal estimate.





Supporters Message:





None.





Opponents Message:





None.





Key Supporters:





Senator Dave Hansen (author) and Representative Steve Hilgenberg.  The Department of Military Affairs registered in favor at the Assembly public hearing.  No group registered opposed in the Senate or Assembly public hearings.  The Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association registered in favor with the Government Accountability Board.  





Key Opponents:





None.





Committee Vote:





On March 2, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs concurred with Senate Bill 17, on a vote of 10-0-0.  Senate Bill 17 passed amended by Assembly Amendment 1 in the Senate unanimously on October 20, 2010.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Waylon Hurlburt; Office of Representative Kevin Petersen (6-3794)
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