
Summary of Bill (as amended):





Assembly Joint Resolution 59  - is a constitutional amendment (First Consideration) that would amend article IV, section 34, of the Wisconsin Constitution to remove archaic language regarding continuity of government only in emergencies “resulting from enemy action in the form of an attack.”





Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 – delineates the nature of emergencies for which the Legislature must ensure continuity of governmental operations by stating that the emergencies must result from “a severe or prolonged, natural or human-caused, occurrence that threatens life, health, or the security of the state.”


[ASA1 to AJR 59 adopted 7-0]





Fiscal Effect:





There was no fiscal estimate required for Assembly Joint Resolution 59.





Supporters Message:





The current language regarding enemy attack was added to the Constitution in 1961, at the height of the Cold War.


The state needs the ability to respond to a large scale emergency that may not be the result of an enemy attack.


ASA 1 further clarifies the scale and type of emergency for which this would apply.





Opponents Message:





Not defining or qualifying ‘emergency’ leaves the language open to many different interpretations.


Without qualifiers, potential for arbitrary action.





Key Supporters:





Representative Joan Ballweg (vice-Chair); Senator Bob Jauch (Chair); Legislative Council Special Committee on Emergency Management & Continuity of Government.





Key Opponents:





No organization or individual testified or registered against the bill in committee.





Committee Vote:





On July 16, 2009, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security recommended passage of AJR 59 as amended on a vote of 7-0 (Black Absent).





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Vince Williams; Office of Rep. Joan Ballweg (6-8077)
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