
AB 930 – Membership on the Council on Veterans Programs   Rep. Sinicki











Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 930 would add a member from the Union Veterans Council to the Council on Veterans Programs.  The Council on Veterans Programs advises the Board of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Veterans Affairs on issues affecting veterans.  The members of the council serve one-year terms and are chosen by the individual veteran’s organizations on the council.





Fiscal Effect:





Assembly Bill 930 has no fiscal impact.





Supporters Message:





The Union Veterans Council will receive more timely updates on veteran’s issues by serving on the council.  There are a large number of veteran union members.





Opponents Message:





The Union Veterans Council was formed in 2004 to work to elect John Kerry president.  The Union Veterans Council is not a traditional veteran’s service organization.  From the looks of their website and the limited information available about them their main focus is electing pro-union candidates to office.  No other member of the council has this focus.  It is a bad precedent to set adding a politically focused organization to the council.





Key Supporters:





Representative Sinicki (author); the Wisconsin State AFL-CIO and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Construction Electrician Local Unions registered in favor with the Government Accountability Board.  No group registered against with GAB.





Key Opponents:





None.





Committee Vote:





On April 13, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommended passage of Assembly Bill 930 on a vote of 6-4 (Representatives Petersen, Petrowski, Townsend, Meyer opposed).  





Author of Bill Summary


Waylon Hurlburt; Office of Rep. Kevin Petersen (6-3794)
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