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Summary of Bill :


Assembly Bill (AB) 895 – For a complete description of the provisions included in the original bill, please read the LRB analysis.





AB-895 was introduced in March and was heard at a joint public hearing. The Assembly version was not allowed any amendments in the Election and Election Reform Committee. The bill was then sent to JFC and a substitute amendment was introduced and adopted. An LRB summary of the substitute amendment and a fiscal bureau summary have been prepared on this bill.





Fiscal Effect:


Department of Transportation


The bill would require DOT to provide operator’s license and identification card information


to the Governmental Accountability Board on at least a monthly basis, beginning no later than the


first day of the fourth month after the act’s publication. In order to do this, the Department would


have to modify its current informational systems to extract this information and transfer it to GAB.


This would require DOT to make additional expenditures for programming and related information


technology costs. As of the date of this memorandum, DOT had not submitted its fiscal note for the


bill. Since the bill would not appropriate additional funds to the Department, DOT would have to


absorb any additional costs within its current budget for departmental management and operations,


unless federal HAVA funding is made available for this purpose.





District Attorneys


According to the State Prosecutors Office (SPO), the bills are estimated to "have a small to


moderate effect" on workload. Further, SPO states that: "It is difficult to quantify how much of an


addition to the workload this means per office, or how many additional prosecutors will be needed,


but DAs indicated it would impact their office's workload."





Government Accountability Board 


This bill will significantly increase costs to local government.  It will also increase state government costs, which might be able to be absorbed.  [Please read fiscal estimate for further information.] 





Supporters Message:


Will make absentee voting easier


Will increase access to the polls by adding more names to the voter rolls


Will modernize our voting process


Will make it easier for overseas and military electors


Will help protect voters from voter suppression and intimidation


Will increase the % of people who vote in Wisconsin


Opponents Arguments:


Will make it easier to cheat and harder to prove


Does nothing to address voter fraud


Creates special classes of electors


Does not include photo ID in provisions


Creates an unfunded mandate for municipalities


Forces a person to ‘opt out’ from having name automatically added to voter rolls











2009-10


 Issue & Bill


Summaries








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Assembly Republican Caucus





Elections








April 20, 2010





AB 895 – Changes to Elections Laws (page 2)			Rep. Smith








Key Supporters:


Rep. Smith, Sen. Coggs, AARP, AFSCME, Citizen Action of Wisconsin, Disability Rights Wisconsin, League of Women Voters of Wisconsin Education Fund Inc, SEIU Wisconsin State Council, United Transportation Union, Wisconsin Democracy Campaign, Wisconsin Public Interest Research Group (WISPIRG), Wisconsin State AFL-CIO, Wisconsin State Council of Carpenters.





Key Opponents:


Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce & Industry, National Rifle Association of America, Wisconsin Family Action Inc..





Committee Vote:


On April 5, 2010 the Committee on Elections and Campaign Reform  recommended passage of AB 895 on a vote of 5-2 (Reps. Pridemore and Roth voted no); (Rep. Stone was absent).





On April 7, 2010, the Joint Committee on Finance recommended passage of AB 895 as amended on a vote of 10-4-2 (Reps. Vos and Montgomery voted no).





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Mike Pyritz; office of Rep. Stone ( 6-8590) 
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