
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill (AB) 852 authorizes the DNR to create a streamlined permit review and approval process for wetland restoration projects sponsored by and built by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The streamlining of the regulatory process will allow Federal conservation programs to allocate federal monies in a timely manner.  


Detail what the bill does.  Example:





Assembly Amendment 1 amends the section of the bill that says if within 30 days after a written notification is submitted to DNR by a person who wants to engage in an authorized activity under a general permit and DNR does not request any additional information or permits, the activity will be considered authorized. 





AA 1 was authored by Rep. Black.  It changes the language in this section of the bill from 30 days to 15 days.  [AA1 to AB 852 adopted unanimously]





Fiscal Effect:


At this time there is no fiscal note available.  





Supporters Message:


AB 852 streamlines a DNR permitting process.


The bill reduces applicant time, forms and documentation. 


AB 852 will facilitate voluntary wetlands restoration, providing critical habitat for fish & wildlife.  





Opponents Message:


A public hearing and executive session was held on AB 852 without the fiscal note.  





Key Supporters:


Representative  Black, bill’s author; Jeff Nania, WI Waterfowl Association; Erin O’Brien, WI Wetlands Assoc.; Liesa Lehman, DNR; Cherie Hagen, DNR; Don Balon, WSDA; Nels Swenson, WI Ducks Unlimited; Jennifer Giegerich, WLCV; George Meyer, Wisconsin Wildlife Federation; Don Hammes, Wisconsin Wildlife Federation and Representative Josh Zepnick.


The Wisconsin Wetlands Association registered in favor of the bill with the Government Accountability Board. 





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 852, and no one registered against it with the Government Accountability Board.  





Committee Vote:


On March 31, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Natural Resources recommended passage of AB 852 as amended, on a vote of 14 ayes and 0 noes.  [Rep. Hebl absent]





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Ginger Mueller; office of Rep. Jim Ott (6-0486)
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