
Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 823 - This bill makes changes to the training requirements for foster parents. Wisconsin Act 28, the biennial budget act, requires that all foster parents complete training in the care and support needs of foster children. The Department of Children and Families (DCF) is required to monitor compliance with the training requirements and promulgate rules prescribing the training. AB 823 requires that the training be completed before the first child is placed with a foster parent and on an ongoing basis. The training must also be available to kinship care relatives. In addition, the training must include training in parenting skills; teaching and encouraging independent living skills; issues that may confront foster parents; child abuse and neglect prevention; the proper use of foster care payments; the availability of resources for foster parents in the local community; and other topics, as determined by DCF.





Fiscal Effect:





A fiscal estimate prepared by the Department of Children and Families states that AB 823 would have no state fiscal impact and would not increase costs on local government.  Sufficient resources are available to comply with the statewide foster parent training requirement under this bill.





Supporters Message:





This legislation was recommended by the Joint Legislative Council’s Special Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families and will enhance the relationship and understanding between foster parents and foster children in Wisconsin.





Opponents Message:





No opposing arguments were made against Assembly Bill 823.





Key Supporters:





Representative Kestell, 27th Assembly District; Senator Taylor, 4th Senate District; Eric Peterson, office of Senator Taylor; Susan Conwell, Kids Matter, Inc.





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 823.





Committee Vote:





On March 24, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Children and Families recommended passage of AB 823 on a vote of 6-0.





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary





Dave Matzen; Office of Rep. Steve Kestell (6-8530)
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