
Summary of Bill (as amended):


Assembly Bill (AB) 809 - Current law requires school boards to provide transportation to pupils in the attendance area who attend a private school if the private school is located two miles or more from the pupil’s residence.  Additionally, the private school must notify the public school of all eligible students by May 15.





Also, under current law, if the estimated cost of transporting a pupil who attends a private school is more than 1.5 times the school district’s average cost per pupil for transportation, the school board may offer to contract with the parent for each child’s transportation.  For the Milwaukee Public Schools, if two or more pupils reside in the same household and attend the same private school, MPS only has to provide one payment for all the children in the household attending the school.





AB 809 requires a school board to provide transportation to eligible private school pupils only during the school term. Under the bill, private schools are required to notify each school board of pupils eligible for transportation during the forthcoming school term by July 15, instead of May 15.





The bill also provides that a contract between the school board and the parent or guardian of a private school pupil who is eligible for transportation by the school district must provide one payment for all the pupils in the household attending the same school.





Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 809 deletes the provision of the bill limiting transportation for private school pupils to transportation during the school term. In addition, under the amendment, private schools are required to notify each school board of pupils eligible for transportation during the forthcoming school term by July 1.   [AA1 adopted 9-3 Davis, Nass, Vukmir & Nygren voted Yes; Hixson, Smith, and Krusick voted No.]





Fiscal Effect:


There was no fiscal effect expected from this bill.  


Supporters Message:


Moving the notification date to July 1 would give more breathing room in the notification process while giving public schools a more accurate count of the private students they can expect to transport.


The bill would save school districts money by only paying for pupils per household, rather than individually.  It would treat all schools the same as MPS.


Opponents Message:


This bill unfairly targets larger families and will encourage public school districts to over-utlize the parent-contract option.


Slashing transportation stipends for private school families will ultimately force some families to forego the private school of their choice.


Many families will be forced to use public transportation, which a per-child cost, not per-family.


Key Supporters:


Representative Pope-Roberts (author), Rep. Kristen Dexter, School Administrator’s Alliance, WI Association of School Boards


Key Opponents:


WI Council on Religious and Independent Schools, WI Catholic Conference


Committee Vote:


On March 23, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Education recommended passage of AB 809, as amended, on a vote of 8-4.  [Davis, Nass, Vukmir & Nygren voted No.]


Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Luke Bacher; Office of Rep. Brett Davis (6-1192)
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