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Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 808 – Currently, certain school boards have entered into 5-year contracts with the Dept. of Public Instruction (DPI) under the Student Achievement Guarantee in Education (SAGE) program. New enrollments into the program are not currently allowed. The goal of the program is improving student achievement in grades k-3 through lower class sizes. Each participating school is eligible to receive $2,250 for each qualifying low income student in the program. 





Currently, school boards can renew the contract with DPI and continue to receive payments if the reduced class size (15 students per class) was maintained during the last school year of the original contract. DPI has the authority to waive program requirements within a contract.





AB 808 changes the requirement that a school must maintain the reduced class size during the last contract year to continue receiving payments. Schools under a SAGE contract would be permitted to:


Reduce class size to 18 instead of 15


Combine two classes with two teachers for a total of 30 students





This bill would also authorize a school board to enter into a 5-year renewable SAGE contract with DPI during the ’10-’11 school year to reduce class size to 18 students in k-3 if at least one school in the district had an enrollment of at least 50% low income students. The following conditions must also be met:


The school must have had an enrollment of at least 30% low income students


The school cannot be receiving a DPI grant for a preschool – grade 5 program


The school cannot currently be participating in the SAGE program





This bill also disallows DPI from waiving any requirement of the SAGE program in any contract entered or renewed after enactment of the bill.








Fiscal Effect:





There is no state fiscal effect as bill does not affect appropriation of SAGE funds. The number of school districts participating in the SAGE program could change based on changes in the bill. The distribution of aid could then be affected. Local fiscal effect is indeterminate; however, there may be slight savings in allowing class sizes of 18 as opposed to 15.





Supporters Message:





Legislation would allow greater flexibility for districts with SAGE contracts by raising the ratio limit from 15:1 to 18:1. 


Currently DPI grants waivers to school district in regards to class size. Some of these waivers are for class sizes up to 23. This would establish a more uniform program by eliminating new waivers.


The bill allows for new enrollments in SAGE, which has been frozen for the past decade.


Current waivers from DPI would be grandfathered in to protect schools currently operating under DPI contract waivers.





Opponents Arguments:





The purpose of the SAGE program is to reduce class size, increasing minimum class size from 15 to 18 is contrary to the intent of the program.


The intention of the bill is to keep schools participating in SAGE; however, there are arguments regarding the success of the program itself.
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Key Supporters:





 Representative Kristin Dexter (author); School Administrator’s Alliance; DPI; Milwaukee Public Schools;       WEAC; WI Association of School Boards; Madison Metropolitan School District





Key Opponents:





No one testified or registered against AB 808, and no one registered against it with the Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:





On March 23, 2010 The Assembly Committee on Education recommended passage of AB 808, on a vote of 8-4.   [Reps. Davis, Nass and Vukmir voted No; Rep. Nygren voted Aye.]





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Kate Stewart, Office of Rep. Brett Davis (6-1192)
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