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2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Summary of Bill:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB775hst.html"��Assembly Bill (AB) 775� - Under current law, any person who throws or expels a bodily substance, such as blood, semen, vomit, saliva, urine, or feces, at an emergency medical technician, a first responder, a law enforcement officer, a fire fighter, or a person operating or staffing an ambulance (public safety worker) is guilty of a Class I felony if the person intends that the substance come into contact with the public safety worker and intends to cause bodily harm to the public safety worker. 





AB 775 eliminates the element that the person intends to cause bodily harm to the public safety worker.�


Fiscal Effect:


The WI Department of Justice estimates an indeterminate increase in state costs which could be absorbed in the Department’s budget and an indeterminate effect on local costs.  The WI Public Defender’s Board indicates an increase in state costs which could not be absorbed into the Board’s budget and an indeterminate mandatory increase in costs to counties.  The WI Department of Corrections and the WI District Attorney’s estimate an indeterminate effect at both the state and local level.





Supporters Message:


While the intent of AB 775 is increased safety for public employees, AB 775 lessens the burden of proof for a statutorily defined “protected class” of employees. 





Opposition Arguments:


None.





Key Supporters:


Reps. Zepnick (Assembly author), Rep. Honadel; Sens. Plale (Senate author).  The following person(s)/group(s) registered in favor with the WI GAB: AFSCME Council 11, WI Professional Police Association and WI Teamsters Joint Council 39.





Key Opponents:


No person(s)/group(s) testified or registered against AB 775, nor registered against with the WI GAB.





Committee Vote:


On April 1, 2010, the Assembly committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AB 775 on a vote of 9-1-1.  [Rep. Kessler; (Rep. Friske excused)]





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)








AB 775 – Crimes Against Public Safety Workers        	        Rep. Zepnick











