
Assembly Republican Caucus





March 4, 2010





2009-10


 Issue & Bill Summaries








Jobs and Economy








2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Summary of Bill:


Assembly Bill (AB) 767 makes several changes to the Small Business Regulatory Review Board.  It adds one business representative to the board, and eliminates the current requirement to have representatives on the board from several state agencies.  It requires agencies to forward proposed administrative rules and emergency rules to the Board if the rule may have an economic impact specific to small businesses.  





The bill requires agencies to provide assistance to small businesses for complying with agency rules, establish reduced fines and other means of enforcement for minor violations of rules by small businesses, and consider the use of a written warning or other penalty, rather than a fine, against a small business that violates a rule if the small business made a good faith effort to comply with the rule.





The bill also renames the current small business ombudsman clearinghouse in Commerce as the Office of the Small Business Advocate.  AB 767 requires agencies to designate an employee as the small business regulatory coordinator who must work with the office.  





Upon written request of a small business facing an agency’s enforcement action, the office must investigate and review the circumstances of the action, and respond to the small business within 45 days.  The office also must provide an annual report to the governor and legislature on the actions of the office.





Fiscal Effect:


None.





Supporters Message:


The purpose of this bill is to make the Small Business Regulatory Review Board more effective and to reinvent and strengthen the function currently known as the Small Business Ombudsman Clearinghouse as the Small Business Advocate.  It defines a stronger role, added responsibilities and more clout to provide small businesses a greater voice, fuller consideration and relief on regulatory issues and offer more direct assistance to businesses.  This legislation was developed in collaboration with the National Federation of Independent Businesses.





Opponents Message:


None apparent.





Key Supporters:


Rep. Peter Barca; Bill Smith, National Federation of Independent Business; Brian Taffora, Wisconsin Business Council; Wisconsin Builders Association; Wisconsin Business Council; Wisconsin Restaurant Association





Key Opponents:


No one testified or registered against AB 767, and no one registered with the GAB against AB 767





Committee Vote:


On March 2, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business recommended passage of AB 716 10-0-3





Ranking Member Author of Bill Summary


Chris Reader; Office of Rep. Rich Zipperer (6-5120)


























AB 767 – Small Business Advocate				        Rep. Barca





















































