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2009-10 Issue & Bill Summaries





Summary of Bill:


�HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB753hst.html"��Assembly Bill (AB) 753� provides that a person who intentionally gives false information on his or her notification form regarding whether the person is purchasing a firearm with the purpose or intent of transferring the firearm to another whom the person knows or reasonably should know is presently prohibited from possessing a firearm is guilty of a Class H felony and may be fined not less than $500. 





AB 753 also authorizes DOJ to prosecute such a violation.  Under the bill, a person who intentionally receives a stolen firearm, regardless of the value of the firearm, is guilty of a Class H felony.


�


Fiscal Effect:


The WI Department of Corrections and WI Public Defender’s board both estimate indeterminate increase in costs which would not be able to be absorbed in the Department’s budget at the state level and an indeterminate increase in costs at the county level, as well.  The WI Department of Justice and WI District Attorneys both estimate indeterminate increase in state and local costs.





Assembly Republican Message:


AB 753 increases the penalty for those who provide false information or receive a stolen firearm.  The enhanced punishment will help to keep firearms out of the hands of those who no longer have the right to possess them, and curb the violence that stems from it.





Opposition Arguments:


Some may argue that this bill will increase the caseload and monetary expenditures for agencies that prosecute and investigate these cases.





Key Supporters:


Reps. Ann Hraychuck (Assembly author) and Daniel LeMahieu, Office of Milwaukee Chief of Police, Office of the Milwaukee District Attorney, WI Pro-Gun Movement and WI Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs & Educators, Inc. (WI-FORCE).  The following person(s)/group(s) registered in favor: City of Milwaukee; Safari Club International, WI Chapter, WI Bear Hunters; WI Chiefs of Police Association.  The following person(s)/group(s) registered in favor with the WI Ethics Board: Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort (WAVE) Educational Fund. 





Key Opponents:


No person(s)/group(s) testified or registered against AB 753, nor registered against with the WI Ethics Board.





Committee Vote:


On February 17, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice recommended passage of AB 753, on a vote of 10-0-1. (Rep. Kessler excused) 





Staff Author of Bill Summary


Daniel Lindstedt; Office of Rep. Joel Kleefisch (6-8551)
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