
AB 752 – Membership on the Board of Veterans Affairs   Rep. Sinicki











Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill 752 divides Wisconsin into seven geographical areas (districts) and limits membership on the Board of Veterans Affairs to one member from each district.  The districts are divided up by the Department of Administration, by rule, and must be reviewed every ten years to contain a similar population of veterans.  If the district’s veteran populations deviate ten percent at that ten-year review the counties contained in the districts must be changed.  Districts must be made up of complete and contiguous counties.  The governor would continue to appoint board members.  No current board members would be replaced, if they have been confirmed by the senate.  The Council on Veterans Programs could recommend nominees to serve on the board to the governor.





Fiscal Effect:





Assembly Bill 752 has no fiscal impact.





Supporters Message:





Currently, requirements for service on the Board of Veterans Affairs include two from the Vietnam era and being a veteran.  Many areas of the state have not been represented on the board for decades.  The Fox Valley has not received a representative on the board since the Vietnam War.  All state veterans should feel they are represented on the board.





Opponents Message:





The governor should not be restricted on who he or she can nominate to serve on the board.  There may be multiple qualified veterans in the same district.





Key Supporters:





Representative Sinicki (author); the Council on Veterans Programs passed a motion in support; American Legion of Wisconsin, Disabled American Veterans, Military Officers Association of America, Military Order of the Purple Heart, The Retired Enlisted Association, Veterans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS; the Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs and Educators, Inc. registered in favor with the Government Accountability Board.  No group registered against with GAB.





Key Opponents:





The American GI Forum and the Vietnam Veterans of America voted against the motion to support Assembly Bill 752 passed by the Council on Veterans Programs.





Committee Vote:





On April 7, 2010 the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs recommended passage of Assembly Bill 752 on a vote of 7-2 (Representatives Schneider and Turner against, Hubler absent).  





Author of Bill Summary


Waylon Hurlburt; Office of Rep. Kevin Petersen (6-3794)
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