


AB 725  – Requiring CPR Instruction In High Schools	             Rep. Zigmunt











Summary of Bill:





Assembly Bill (AB) 725 – This bill requires operators of high school grades, including school boards,


operators of independent charter schools, and the governing bodies of private schools, to offer enrolled high school students instruction in cardiopulmonary and cardiocerebral resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator. 





The instruction must be based on an instructional program established by the American Red Cross or the American Heart Association or on other nationally recognized, evidence−based guidelines.





The bill does not require certification, minimum minutes or credit hour requirements. 





Amendment 1 to AB 725 [AA 1 to AB 725 Adopted 6-0-1 Strachota absent] 


Delays implementation date from 2010-11 school year to 2011-12 school year


Changes requirement for “incorporate into the instruction the psychomotor skills necessary to use  an automated external defibrillator” based on a program developed by the American Red Cross or American Heart Association to “provide instruction about automated external defibrillators”. 


Clarifies that the bill also applies to MPS. 


  


Fiscal Effect:


Indeterminate.  





For purposes of this estimate, the department assumes 'offer" to mean "provide access to" such instruction, and not that schools must provide such instruction to each student.  





State Fiscal Effect: Department staff may be asked to provide instructional assistance to local school districts to help them comply with the law. In addition, the department may send a bulletin to school districts informing them of the change in the law. It is assumed that the cost of performing these tasks could be absorbed by the department.





Local Fiscal Effect: It is unknown how many school districts may already offer the required instruction and whether such instruction is developed by the American Red Cross, the American Heart Association or other nationally recognized, evidence-based guideline. Curriculum meeting these requirements is available; however, the cost of purchasing such curriculum is unknown. Some districts may have an additional cost to either supplement existing curriculum or to purchase new curriculum. On the other hand, some schools may already incorporate the required instruction in a high school health class. Therefore, the local fiscal effect will vary from district to district and is indeterminate.


 


Supporters Message:


Cardiovascular disease is Wisconsin’s number one killer and many lives can be saved if simple lifesaving procedures are initiated by lay rescuers


Providing this instruction will give young adults an increased comfort level and the tools to step in and help save a life. 


Opponents Arguments:





The WI Council of Religious and Independent Schools testified that they do not want this to apply to them as the freedom and flexibility to create their own curriculums is a fundamental cornerstone of private education. 


At a time when our school districts are facing very tight budgets this pulls resources away from offering other classes.   


Many high schools already offer CPR training so why must the state step in and mandate it? Schools who are not offering CPR base this decision on need. 
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Key Supporters:





Rep. Ted Zigmunt, author; Tom Mooney, American Red Cross; Debra Klich, Children's Hospital of WI - Project ADAM; Jennifer Kammerud, WI Dept of Public Instruction; Luke Rollins, American Heart Assoc.; Paul Stiegler, Dane County EMS and 911 Center. 





Key Opponents:





John Forester, School Administrators Alliance; Dan Rossmiller, WI Association of School Boards; Matt Kussow, WI Council of Religious & Independent Schools.





The WI Association of School Business Officials and WI Council of Administrators for Special Services both registered as opposed with the GAB.  





Committee Vote:





On April 7, 2010, the Assembly Committee on Public Health recommended passage of AB 725 as amended, on a vote of 4-2-1 (Vukmir and Newcomer – no; Strachota – absent) 





Staff Author of Bill Summary





Sara Buschman; Office of Rep. Pat Strachota (4-8486)
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